
A Confession of Deep Suffering 

Job 15 & 16 

This week we begin what we might call “Round 2” between Job and his friends.  It 

doesn’t quite sound right to equate this interaction between them with a boxing match, 

and yet the only thing that seems to be missing is a referee in the ring with them to keep 

things in order.   

When Eliphaz first spoke, as probably the senior of the 3, the tone was quite reasonable, 

although accusatory in nature.  Now we see that the initially polite Eliphaz has taken off 

the boxing gloves, and the tone is more extreme.  And, as in the previous chapters, it 

would seem that he has not listened very carefully to Job’s deep suffering. 

He begins by essentially stating that a wise man would not be such a wind-bag—thus 

implying that Job is not wise, and that he talks too much, and what he has to say is of no 

profit (vv. 2-3).  And not just of no profit, but that in Job’s reflections, both to his 

friends, and to God, he is doing damage to the whole idea of meditation, or interaction 

with God (v. 4). 

According to Eliphaz, Job’s speeches are motivated by his sin, and that he is 

intentionally trying to deceive by claiming innocence (vv. 5-6), thus he is condemning 

himself every time he speaks up. 

And then beginning in v. 7, Eliphaz seeks to take Job down even further by reminding 

him that he, Job, hasn’t been around so long that he really has knowledge or wisdom.  

There are lots of older and wiser people who agree with the 3 friends that someone who 

is suffering as much as Job must have been a great sinner—maybe the worst yet? 

You see, Eliphaz seems to be saying, it’s not just that no man is born pure (v. 14), nor 

that God doesn’t even trust angels, but how could God possibly trust, or even have 

regard for someone as sinful as you (v. 16), someone who drinks injustice like he drinks 

water? 

What he says about the wicked man, beginning in v. 20 is probably more than just a 

generalization of what happens to sinners.  It is much more likely to be a not very veiled 

accusation that Job is that wicked man who is caught in his sin, and is suffering for it.  

This individual is suffering, and is quite terrified because he has rebelled not simply 

against society, but God (v. 25).  Any economic gain he has acquired will be lost; he will 

be left destitute and in darkness, and emptiness will be the reward of his life. 

So, how much of what Eliphaz states is true? 

As we have observed before, Eliphaz is working with the concept that sin is always 

punished, righteousness is always rewarded, and thus that if a person is punished, he is 

wicked, and if he is blessed, he must be righteous. 

And yes, in general that is true up to a point.  Yet we realize that in our fallen, Genesis 3 

world, things don’t always work the way we think they ought to. 

Asaph, the psalmist who wrote Psalm 73 hundreds of years later, laments the reality of 

the wicked prospering, and the righteous suffering.  David himself in Psalm 37 conveys 

the same idea.  But in both psalms, we are reminded that what we see in this life is not 
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all there is, and that ultimately the wicked are punished, and the LORD’s people are 

ultimately rescued from these temporary troubles. 

Yes, Eliphaz is right in the eventual outcome—sin is punished, righteousness is blessed.  

But he is wrong on 3 other counts.  First, as we have noted before, just because a person 

suffers does not mean that they have necessarily sinned.  Punishment does not always 

follow immediately, nor does the lack of reward mean that a person has not done good. 

Second, because they have bought into the retribution principle, Job’s 3 friends have 

made a wrong judgment about Job’s moral condition. 

And more to the point in this chapter, he is wrong for the intense accusations when what 

Job is doing is simply expressing his deepest thoughts and feelings.  Eliphaz is supposed 

to be a friend—that is what his initial action of coming to sit shivah was all about—the 

companionship of one friend for another who has experienced great losses. 

And thus for what he gets right, there is more that he has gotten wrong here.  And Job 

himself is not going to simply let this roll off of him like water off of a duck’s back. 

Job is suffering, yes, but his sarcastic wit is very much alive and well in chapter 16.  As 

he begins to respond, he flips around the “windbag” insult onto Eliphaz:  Shall your 

windy words come to an end?  What provokes you to respond to me as you do (v. 3)? 

He acknowledges that if Eliphaz were in Job’s place, Job would respond to Eliphaz as 

Eliphaz has to Job—but that he would strengthen Eliphaz, and salve his pain (v. 5) 

Job acknowledges that he is somewhat between a rock and a hard place:  if he speaks, 

his pain is not relieved, yet if he is silent, that does no good either (v.6). 

In the balance of the chapter, Job then directs his attention to God’s actions against him, 

with the understanding that such actions were not, and are not merited by any 

disobedience on Job’s part. 

In very rich and picturesque language Job describes the depth of his suffering the hand 

of God, and the results on the human level:  Men stare at him (v. 10), and then pick on 

him as one who is cursed.  Even his friends scorn him (v. 20).   

And none of this is because he is guilty of some heinous crime, or a series of crimes:  

there is no violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure. (v. 17). 

You know, I cannot think of a person who enjoys false accusations against himself.  It’s 

bad enough when I am accused of something for which I know I am guilty.  But confess 

that I have a very visceral response to false accusations.   

I remember one particular time when I was accused by a foreman in the shop where I 

was working accused me of goofing off.  My job at the time was cleaning and spray 

painting control panels before the electricians in the company would wire them up with 

the proper equipment.  In that shop we had 2 foremen—one very decent, for whom I 

worked most of the time, and then there was this other guy who figured it was his job to 

make sure that this kid toed the line—I was, apparently, his pet project—or target, 

depending on how you look at it. 
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This one particular morning I started working right away, reassembling my spray gun 

from having it soak in lacquer thinner overnight—and he saw me do this shortly after 8 

am.  I painted a couple of pieces of equipment, and by 10 or so I was again cleaning my 

equipment, when the foreman again walked in, saw that I was doing the same thing I 

was doing 2 hours before, and assumed that I had done nothing in between.   

After his initial berating, I responded—and, I am now ashamed to say, not in a respectful 

manner.  I was loud enough to be heard throughout at least half the shop, telling him 

essentially that he didn’t know what he was talking about, and that I had finished work 

in the drying room that if he had only looked, he would have seen that I was not goofing 

off. 

The end result was that he scurried out as quickly as he could, to the cheers of other 

workers who had also been his targets over the years, and he never bothered me again. 

In recent years I have learned to let such false accusations simply pass, with the 

knowledge that truth ultimately wins out, even if it doesn’t seem to win in this life.  My 

70-year old self would tell the 19-year old that the better solution would have been to 

respectfully point out the work that I had done, and remind him that equipment needed 

to be cleaned after each different job. 

But the 19-year old was very much aware of other things for which he was suffering that 

were his fault.  There was enough weight of real guilt that unjust guilt from a false 

accusation was just over the top, and could not be tolerated.  Real guilt can do that. 

But that is not the case with Job.  As we will continue to see, Job is, humanly speaking, a 

righteous person who truly is suffering, but not because he is guilty of anything.  The 

retribution principle does not play a part in this situation. 

And Job is very much anticipating that the truth will win out in the end:  notice verse 19:  

Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and he who testifies for me is on high.     

Have you ever heard someone use the expression “as God is my witness?”  I would not 

be surprised if Job is the one who coined that expression.  For God is his witness.  He is 

the one who can and will validate Job’s innocence, and vindicate him.  Job’s struggle is 

what is happening now, and why. 

As we ponder the issues in these 2 chapters—the deepness of suffering and the false 

accusations, 3 things stand out to me as a New Testament reader of this book. 

First, deep suffering like Job’s is not relieved in a moment of time.  It may take a 

lifetime, but relief can be found as we, like Job, turn not to ourselves or our situation, 

but to the God who is behind everything in life.  We may not know the reason why we 

have one particular affliction or another, but when we turn to him in trust, we can find 

the necessary strength to endure until resolution comes. 

Second, false accusations are tough to deal with.  Immaturity and the presence of real 

guilt can instigate us to react badly, as a certain 19-year old did.  We have the example of 

a Savior who when reviled, did not return that reviling from his enemies (1 Peter 2.23).  

He was as a sheep before shearers—silent in the midst of the injustice, because he knew 
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that he was innocent of all charges, and that he would be vindicated by his Father.  And 

so shall we. 

But thirdly, there is the problem that the 19-year old had:  the awareness that pretty 

much all of his suffering, even to the point of working in that particular place instead of 

being in college on that day, was because of his own failings, his own causes.  I may still 

have suffering, but I don’t think that I can blame anyone other than myself.  Yes, I live in 

a fallen, Genesis 3 world, but I am a Genesis 3 person in that Genesis 3 world.  When 

Paul tells us that all have sinned and continually fall short of the glory of God, he is 

describing me. 

You see, my problem is not false accusations.  I will survive those, and eventually be 

vindicated. 

It is the true and valid accusations.  My problem is real guilt. 

And that is why I needed a Savior, and still need a Savior—one who takes away my guilt, 

by taking the punishment on himself. 

And not just me.  Isaiah 53 expresses it well:  All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned, everyone, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of 

us all. 

Job was looking to the witness in heaven who would testify for him. 

I am looking to the Savior in heaven who will testify that the price is paid, the guilt is 

assuaged, the forgiveness granted. 

Are you? 

 

 

 

 


