
Confidence in the Midst of Suffering 
For I know….   Job 19.25 

 
In our continuing study of Job, you will be noticing that I am not spending much time 

on the speeches of Job’s friends.  After the first series, much of what they have to say is 

not new, but rather an intensifying of the accusation of Job’s great guilt.  Yet, the text 

includes these later speeches, and they need to be considered because they are there, 

and because Job answers them. 

The Attack of Bildad 

Why is Job so emotional? 18.1-4 

“You think of us as being as dumb as cattle, yet you search for the right words yourself.  

You are shredding yourself in anger, and expect that everything has to conform to your 

standards.” 

What happens to the Wicked, 18.5-21 

“The wicked are on the losing end of life.  Light becomes darkness to them; they step 

into a net all by themselves—when they are caught in the trap it is their fault.  The 

wicked lives in fear, chased by it.  His strength weakens, his skin is consumed, his body 

falls apart.  He is soon forgotten by everyone—his offspring is cut off, he has no survivor.  

Everyone is appalled at him—because he does not know God.  And that describes you, 

Job.” 

The Response of Job 

What his friends are doing, 19.1-5 

“You torment me and crush me with your words.  You have reproached me repeatedly—

shouldn’t you be ashamed of that?  You elevate yourselves, and use my suffering as the 

argument that I have sinned—which I haven’t.” 

What God has done, 19.6-12 

“God has put me in this predicament.  The net you speak of is what he has trapped me 

with.  I cry out for help, and get none.  God has surrounded me, trapped me with wall 

and fence—I cannot escape.  He has taken away what was the best of who I am and 

humiliated me.  Any expectation of good has been ripped up like a tree out of the 

ground.  He considers me to be the enemy, and sent his armies against me.” 

The Results of What God Has Done, 19.13-20 

“He has taken away my brothers and anyone who knew me.  Close friends and relatives 

have failed and forgotten me.  Even my servants treat me like a foreigner.  Even my wife 

wants no part of me, nor do my siblings.  Little children run from me, not to me as they 

used to.  All of my loved ones have turned away.  My muscles are wasting away—all I 

have left is the skin of my teeth.” 

The Appeal to His Friends, 19.21-22 

“Have mercy on me—this is God’s doing, not mine.  Why are you after me as if you were 

God?  Isn’t my physical destruction enough for you to leave off from my persecution?” 
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Job’s Confidence, 19.23-29 

The desire for permanency for his words, 23-24 

“Writing on papyrus is not good enough for what I have to say—it is too easily destroyed.  

I want something more permanent—a book; better, give me a chisel and hammer and 

then let me fill the letters in with lead so that the words carved into the stones will not 

weather away at all.” 

The words themselves:  25-29 (a literal translation:) 

“I know that my redeemer is alive, and he will arise on the dust in the end.  And after my 

skin is stricken off and from my flesh I will see God, whom I myself will see, my eyes will 

look upon, and not a stranger—my kidneys are spent in my bosom!” 

Well, maybe we need to paraphrase this part:  “I know that my redeemer is alive and 

when all is said and done, he will arise to stand on the dust that’s left.  My skin may be 

gone, but I will really see God and not someone else with my own eyes—I am enraptured 

with that expectation!” 

Job continues with an application of that knowledge of his redeemer:  “You guys are 

bragging about how you are chasing me down with the accusation of my great sin, be 

afraid—very afraid—of the sword that brings judgment—you will be judged!” 

Job uses the term “redeemer”—this is probably the first/oldest use of the term, as  Job 

has an older setting than even most of the Pentateuch.  Other uses of the word help us to 

better understand what Job is telling us.  We need to do this because it is too easy for us 

to only look at one aspect of what a redeemer is and does, based upon a later passage. 

Genesis 48.16 (the next earliest use of the term):  …the angel who has redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the boys; and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth."  This redemption of Jacob is not from the evil Jacob did, but what was done to 
him.  The angel didn’t buy Jacob back so much as he vindicated him by the increase of 
flocks and family. 

Exodus 6.6:  Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery 

to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 

judgment.  We normally think of God redeeming, buying back his people from slavery—

God’s “firstborn” was redeemed by the price of Egypt’s firstborn, based on the later 

usage of the term.  It would not be too big a reach to say that not only was Israel bought 

back, but that God as Redeemer vindicated their 400 years of slavery by liberating them 

and returning them to the land of promise. 

Numbers 35.19:   The avenger of blood (literally, redeemer of the blood) shall himself 

put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death.   The avenger 

of blood is the redeemer of the blood—getting vindication/revenge for the murder of a 

relative.  Remember that this is in a time when there were no police or FBI around.  

Justice in the community was handled this way by matter of course. 
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Leviticus 25.25:  If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his 
nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his brother has sold.  This is the passage 
we normally think of when we speak of a redeemer and redemption.  It is the purchasing 
of life or property by an individual, or buying back by a relative for him, as in Ruth. 

Is Job thinking of this redeemer, God himself, as purchasing him back from slavery, or 

buying back his family and flocks and herds?  Not at all.  He is calling God his redeemer 

because he knows that he has been unjustly attacked, first by God, and then by his 

friends.  

Job is looking for the redeemer to vindicate him, even if that vindication comes after he 

dies. 

What Job Knows:   

1. His redeemer, his avenger lives—to vindicate Job even though Job is near 

death.   

2. The Redeemer will stand after all is over, and will rise upon the dust once it 

has settled. 

3. After Job’s skin is stricken off, in his flesh he will see God  whom he will 

himself see—and not seeing another individual, but God alone, now as the 

redeemer, the one who will bring final and ultimate vindication. 

4. He is so overwhelmed by this confident expectation of vindication that his 

“heart”—kidneys—the seat of his emotion melts with joy within him. 

Why this vindication matters to Job:  Job is wrongly accused of sin by his 3 friends, and 

probably everyone else that knows him and knows of him.  All of them, Job included, are 

working with the assumption that the only reason for Job to suffer like this is because of 

great sin—but Job knows that is not the case, and that this suffering is completely unjust 

for that reason.  He cannot see any other reason for this extent of suffering.   

What he is describing in his speeches is a total physiological breakdown.  His muscles 

are wasting away, his skin is peeling off.  If he were aware of what we know about 

modern germ theory, he would  have mentioned that systemic infection was setting in. 

But even without that knowledge, he does know that clearly he is on borrowed time—

death will come soon enough. 

However, death will not end Job’s suffering.  He wants to be, and needs to be, vindicated 

by God himself.  For Job, being declared in the right is what is important, even if he dies 

first. 

Why this should matter to the 3 friends:  Redeemers don’t just buy back, they bring 

vengeance & vindication of the oppressed.  God has promised this:  The LORD works 

righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. (Psalm 103.6)  And Job is 

oppressed.  If they continue to pursue Job to his harm—which is what they are doing 

now—this redeemer of blood will bring the sword down on them! 

  



4 
 

Why this matters to us: 

1.  Since God is Job’s living redeemer, we should be able to expect the same kind of 

vindication when we are falsely accused.  None of us like to be accused of things 

that we really are guilty of, much less those things of which we happen to be 

innocent—rare as that might be. 

I don’t think that I am alone in realizing that there is much spiritual affliction of 

believers—some affliction has a measure of justification, some does not.  One way 

to determine the source of that affliction is to see if it drives us to our knees 

before God, or to despair.   

If we are in Christ and we are being convicted of being disobedient, the 

accusation is justified, and it should drive us to our knees.  If the affliction comes 

from the enemy, telling us how unworthy we are in spite of being forgiven, then it 

is unjustified.  Either way, we are to see the Lord.  If an unbeliever is brought 

under conviction for sin, again, this is a call to repentance and faith in Christ, not 

despair. 

2. The vindication of the believer whose sins are covered/cleansed by the blood of 

Jesus Christ is exactly the work of our redeemer.  This is why he intercedes for 

us—because the accuser of the believer is out to drive us to despair.   

As Redeemer he has bought us back with his own suffering, death and 

resurrection.  As Redeemer he has paid the debt that we owe—paid in full, no 

more can be done.  It is once for all time. 

And as Redeemer he stands to declare that we are not guilty, and to provide 

vindication when the enemy attacks us.  Revenge is not ours, it is his.  He will 

bring satisfaction, true justice, for his own. 

If you are in Christ, you have all that you need to know what Job knows—that he has a 

living redeemer who will vindicate him in the end.  It may not happen now, but it will 

come. 

If you are not in Christ, you need this Redeemer—for not just vindication, but for 

redemption—buying you back to himself from slavery to sin.  There is no better day to 

come to the Savior than today. 

There is one more thing:  note the preposition that Job uses:  He does not say “I know 

that a redeemer lives,” as if there are several possibilities.  He does not say “I know that 

the redeemer lives,” simply acknowledging the fact of one particular redeemer exists. 

He says “I know that my redeemer lives.”  This is personal.  This is the Redeemer, the 

Vindicator that you need today. 

 


