
Eliphaz’s Last Shot 
Agree with God, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you.    Job 22.21 

There are time when we have the right answers, but for a different situation.  And 

that means that our right answers are probably wrong, for the present situation.  

This is what we have discovered with Eliphaz and his 2 friends.   

We need to remember that we have knowledge of Job’s situation that Eliphaz and 

his 2 compatriots do not have:  God’s declaration that Job is blameless and 

upright, feared God and turned away from evil (1.1); that there is none like him 

on the earth at that time (1.8). 

And let’s not forget that both Job and his friends are steeped in the absolute truth 

of the retribution principle—that bad things happen to bad people, good things 

happen to good people—and as a result of that thinking, Job must be wicked (so 

say his friends) or the troubles are completely unjust (so says Job). 

Eliphaz begins what will be his last speech with a series of rhetorical questions—

questions so easy that it almost seems a waste of time to answer.  As you compare 

translations, you will notice the variety of ways the questions are presented—that 

is because the original language is that challenging.  

Rhetorical Questions, 1-4 

Can a man be profitable to God?  As if God needed anything from anyone?  No. 

Is God happy if you are in the right?  Job’s being in the right has no effect on 

who God is or what he feels (so Eliphaz thinks).  Hence, no. 

Is it a benefit to him if you make your ways blameless?  Your ways are what they 

are—even if you changed, it does not change God one way or the other.  Again, 

no. 

Does he reprove you and enter into judgment with you because you fear him?  

Of course not.  You are suffering because you don’t fear God, and don’t obey him. 

In essence he is saying that having a mediator will do Job no good; his lawsuit 

against God will have no chance of success. 

It is at this point that Eliphaz takes off the gloves, and the boxing match moves to 

a street fight, as far as Eliphaz is concerned.  All that he and the others have been 

hinting at, even strongly hinting at, now is exposed as harsh, blatant accusation 

of bold, arrogant sins.  The accusations are not posed as questions, “Did you do 

this or that?”  But “you did….” 

 



2 
 

Harsh Accusation, 5-20 

What you have done wrong:  5-9 

• Limitless iniquities 

• Taken property in lieu of a “nothing” debt 

• Not given even water to the weary or bread to the hungry 

• Refused help to widows and caused harm to orphans who had nothing 

to start with. 

The consequences:  10-11 

• You are surrounded by snares to capture you 

• Terror overwhelms you 

• Darkness blinds you 

• You are sinking into the depths of a flood. 

What you must think about God:  12-18a 

• You think that God doesn’t know 

• That he cannot see from such a height, or through the clouds and 

darkness 

• You think he is uninvolved in his creation, walking above the ceiling of 

the world 

• You are walking in the wicked way of the ancients who thought they 

could tell God to go away, and doubted that he could do anything to 

them—they thought, and you think, that you are beyond God’s reach, 

even though God is the one who gave them all that they had. 

But I’m not like that:  18b-20 

I, Eliphaz, am far from what wicked men counsel.  Righteous and innocent 

people are rejoicing that those who persecute them are cut off, and their 

offspring do not reap their assets.  

Harsh accusations, which Job will protest in later chapters.  Arrogant boasting 

of innocence which will be negated in the end. 

But as we have observed before, Job is in the middle of this tribulation.  There 

is more trouble to come before he is vindicated. 
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So if Job really is guilty of all of these things, is there no recourse for him?  Is 

there no way back?  Indeed there is, and Eliphaz wisely, and kindly, tells Job 

what he can do to end all of this pain and suffering. 

The Way Back, 21-30 

• Agree with God, don’t fight with him—be at peace with him by not being 

such a hold out. 

• Listen to what he has to say, really put those words in your heart, not just 

in  your ears. 

• If you turn to him (repent), you will be rebuilt 

• If you stop sinning, take your gold that you have acquired from others 

and lay it in the dust—if you stop being so covetous!—then God himself 

will be your silver and gold.  You will delight in him instead of riches.  

Look to him, not to “stuff”.  You pray, he will listen.  Pay your vows that 

you owe. 

• If you repent, then even your decisions will become wise, and you will be 

providing instruction to other sinners. 

• Remember that God delivers even sinners who humble themselves because 

of what you do. 

In some ways, what Eliphaz says echo’s David’s confession of Psalm 51, especially 

when he speaks of teaching sinners once he is restored (Psalm 51.13).  The best 

evangelist is the converted sinner! 

Eliphaz’s words seem so clear and true.  And if he were speaking to anyone else 

but Job, and still doing so before the cross, his words would be welcomed by the 

repentant sinner. 

According to Eliphaz, what happens if you repent/turn/yield—your focus will be 

on God, not on gaining temporary profit.  You will stop being covetous.  God will 

be your wealth, your true riches.  You will finally have discovered what is truly 

important. 

All true. 

But not for Job.  But Eliphaz does not yet understand that.   

Do his words, this last shot, have any benefit for us? 

To a certain extent, yes.   
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Heartfelt repentance is always appropriate for sinners.  As a matter of fact, it is 

absolutely necessary.  But just repentance is not really enough.  To stop sinning, 

to be sorry for the multitude of previous sins is good.  Even Jesus told a woman 

caught in adultery to go and sin no more (John 8.11). 

If he were to tell the whole gospel story, he would have to include the cross.  

Repentance alone is incomplete.  Trust in the Savior is necessary also.  We are to 

repent of our sins, but also trust that Jesus is enough to save because he took the 

punishment for our sins on the cross in those few short hours.  There is no other 

name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4.12). 

But Eliphaz’s words help us in another way, one that he would not have 

considered. 

His accusations against Job are unfounded, and untrue.  We know that from the 

first 2 chapters, from what God himself has said about Job. 

But let me ask you:  can the same thing be said of you that was said of Job? 

Blameless and upright, fears God and turns away from evil; that there is none like 

you on the earth.  No, I didn’t think so.  None of that applies to me either, at any 

time.  I still fall short.  Continually. 

So what happens when an Eliphaz comes along and accuses me of such things as 

he has just accused Job in this chapter? 

That really is a fair question, for one stronger and more knowledgeable than 

Eliphaz stands ready to accuse you, to accuse me, before the heavenly judgment 

seat. 

And fortunately, there is One stronger and more knowledgeable than that who 

stands between the accuser and the Father, and points to his hands, his side, his 

feet as evidence that he has paid all the price that needs to be paid,  all the price 

that could be paid, all the price that must be paid.  And when he suffered for your 

sins, for my sins, he said one simple word:  Tetelestai.  It is finished! 

Elipahz’s accusation was unjust, because Job didn’t sin any of the ways Eliphaz 

said he did.  And so even though they cause Job pain, they could not hurt him in 

the long run.  In the same way, when our adversary accuses us of sin, even if it is 

true, we can point to our savior who has paid the price for us.  His forgiveness 

purchased by his blood can never be revoked. 

What blessed assurance that is! 


