
The Eternal Knower & Seeker 
But He knows the way that I take….    Job 23.10 

What God Knows 

3 parts to this morning’s sermon:  what it means for Job, how it applies to us, and then a third 

part that is perhaps more theological reflection. 

God Knows Job’s way—because Job is righteous, and following in God’s path. 

Job is in the midst of dueling speeches with his 3 friends.  They are convinced he is a great 

sinner, and want him to repent.  Job is equally convinced that he is not a sinner, and that he 

simply wants God to answer for the very heavy suffering that he, Job, is now enduring:  the loss 

of his property and wealth, the loss of his children, the loss of his health, and now the loss of 

his dignity and reputation. 

Eliphaz has just finished his last speech, and now Job is responding.  He bemoans the fact that 

he has no idea where God can be found.  He has no doubt of his existence, only of his 

whereabouts.  He sees the evidence:  on the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him; 

he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him (v. 9). 

Perhaps you have felt like that—you are looking for God, and haven’t found him.  And perhaps 

you doubt not just his presence, but his existence. 

But Job doesn’t. 

But he knows the way that I take. 

Job doesn’t know where God is, but has the assurance that God does.  God knows his way, his 

path, his life—and this is Job’s comfort in light of his friends’ accusations against his character.  

Job knows what we know about him—that he is a righteous man, more so than any other of his 

time—this we found out in the first two chapters.  And God knowing his path is comforting: 

But he knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold.  My 

foot has held fast to his steps—I have kept his way and have not turned aside.  I have 

not departed from the commandment of his lips, I have treasured the words of his 

mouth more than my portion of food (vv. 10-12). 

Interestingly, all of our translations seem to begin v. 10 with “but”.  Yet the Hebrew word is 

normally translated “because”, and the Greek OT uses the word “for”.  Try rereading v. 10 with 

this alteration:  Because he knows the way that I take, when he has tried me, I shall come out 

as gold. 

Job is finding great comfort in God knowing who he, Job, really is. 

Have you ever been lost, perhaps even desperately lost, only to discover that someone was 

watching out for you for your protection? 

One of my earliest memories was of a bright, sunny day in late spring.  I don’t know how old I 

was, maybe 2 or 3.  I had gone to the A&P on Front Street in Plainfield with my mother—if you 

remember it, you remember the old wooden floors, the wooden conveyer belt carrying produce 

from one part of the store—perhaps the basement—to another. 
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And I had wandered away—something that if you know me is not unusual.  I went down a 

different aisle from my mother, and very soon was lost, and consequently panicked and started 

crying.  Another woman tried to comfort me, asked me to describe my mother, and all that I 

could come up with was that she had a spring coat on. 

Moments later my mother came around the corner, not the least bit flustered or out of sorts—it 

seems that although I was lost, she had been watching my movements through the store, and 

was very close, just around each corner.  At the time I did not know that—it was only in 

hindsight that I was aware of her knowing where I was going, when I didn’t. 

Such an awareness can be either comforting, as it would be for a 3 year old, or ominous, as in 

the song about Santa Claus:   

He knows when you are sleeping, he knows when you’re awake, he knows when you’ve 

been bad or good so be good for goodness sake. 

Job is not being spied on by a heavenly secret agent.  He is being watched over by a loving 

Creator and Sovereign who is very aware of how righteous he is in spite of his accusers.  And 

this Sovereign is also his Vindicator—hence, Job finds comfort in the midst of all this. 

 

Which leads to an application: 

 

God Knows Your way—both when you obey, and when you don’t, because he knows all 

things.  Keep in mind that God is not a heavenly super sleuth tracking you down to zap you 

with lightning bolts when you sin.  If he were, the deed would have been done a long time ago.  

Job is unique among mankind.  The most that we could accuse him of is complaining about 

great suffering—not exactly a violation of any of the commandments. 

You and I on the other hand, do not fit into that category.  Not only have we sinned, we 

continue to do it, and continue to fall short of the glory of God for which we were created—

remember our very first catechism question:  what is the chief end of man?  The chief end of 

man is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. 

We have fallen short.  And God knows it.  And he knew it—long before you were born.  Before 

Adam was created.  That is why Jesus is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world 

(Revelation 13.8, KJV).  In the eternal plan of God, Jesus suffered even before you could have 

needed him to. 

The Eternal Knower and Seeker knows your past, and knows your needs.  And thus provided 

the solution to your greatest need in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He who died 

on the cross did so that you might be able to say with Job, because he know the way that I take 

when he has tried me I shall come out as gold.  Because the way that a believer takes is the way 

of the cross.  Because Jesus took the punishment for sinners, he declares those who trust him 

to have his righteousness—not their own—and thus they have his way, and not their own that 

the Father sees. 
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Believer, there is great comfort in that for you.  That not only does he know the way that you 

have taken, but the way that Jesus took for you.  You see, it’s not just that you have come to 

know God, as if you had anything to do with your salvation.  More importantly, you are known 

by God—Galatians 4.9.  This is where your comfort lies—it’s not who you know, or think you 

know.  It’s who knows you, and is watching over you lovingly.  Compassionately.  Eternally. 

Which leads me to, for the lack of a better term, a theological reflection. 

 

God Knows Jesus’ way—because he does the Father’s will—perfectly. 

In some respects, Job presents a picture of Jesus—someone who is extremely righteous, 

blameless—and yet suffers immensely.  Job has suffered emotionally, physically, 

psychologically, and no doubt spiritually.  And, from our perspective, unjustly. 

Consider how much more Jesus has suffered—the Just for the unjust.  The perfect God-man for 

sinners who have rebelled against their Creator.  How much more unjust could suffering be?  

Not just the humiliation of taking on human flesh, taking on the form of the creature, but dying 

on the cross—and in doing so taking on the eternal suffering for his people of every tribe, race 

and tongue.   

Of the 7 words from the cross, one particular expression stands out to me in this context:  Eloi, 

Eloi, lama sabachtheni.  My God, my Go, why have you forsaken me?  It catches our attention 

because it is the only word from the cross that is left in the Aramaic that Jesus spoke—

intentionally grabbing our attention. 

A fair question would be, is Jesus saying this because he does not understand?  Because he 

really thinks that God has forsaken him? 

No.  He is drawing our attention to Psalm 22 as he quotes the first line.  He wants us to reflect 

on what is really happening to him by using the words of the psalmist David.  When we read 

the first 18 verses of the psalm, we see the parallels between David’s complaint, and Jesus’ 

suffering on the cross. 

But that is not the end of the psalm.  It does not end with suffering.  It continues with a firm 

faith that God will rescue, will vindicate the psalmist.  And that is what Jesus wants us to see as 

well.  Not just the suffering, but the vindication, the rescue—and the result (vv. 29-31): 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down 

to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive.  Posterity shall serve him; it 

shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; they shall come and proclaim his 

righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done it. 

Who is more prosperous in the truest sense than those who have been redeemed by the blood 

of Christ?  All of God’s people not only will partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb later, 

but now have the privilege of partaking of the meal before us. 

It’s not a feast for the body, this piece of matzah, this taste of grape juice.  It is a feast for the 

redeemed soul because it reminds us of 2 things: 
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1. The sacrifice of Christ, dying in our place, just like the lamb in those Hebrew homes in 

Egypt on that first Passover. 

2. And in addition, the promise that the meal meant:  The initial meal was a promise of 

liberty, of being rescued from slavery and being lead to the land flowing with milk and 

honey.  All the subsequent meals now point back to what God did in fulfillment of his 

promise—the rescue, the journey, the safe passage into the land. 

And that is why this feast is for us—for now we do it in remembrance of him, the perfect Lamb, 

who has released us from slavery to sin, and will bring us home. 


