
Vice Regent, or Worm? 
… a little lower than God; … man, who is a worm.   Psalm 8.5; Job 25.6 

 
Bildad’s Last Stand….Although he is not necessarily a great listener any more than the 

other 2 friends are, and although he is still operating under the assumption that Job is a great 

sinner, still he gets something right in his short speech—the majesty & greatness of God. 

He raises the question:  “If God is so great, how can any man stand before him?”   

Bildad offers some suggestions in vv. 2-3:   

• Dominion is his—lordship, sovereignty, perfect control 

• Fear is his—not mere terror, but awe because of his majesty and greatness 

• An infinitely large collection of armies—Jude 14-15:  It was also about these that Enoch, 

the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten 

thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of 

all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of 

all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 

• The omnipresence of his light upon all creation—there is no place that does not 

experience the light of his presence. 

Let us also consider: 

• The infinite difference in greatness—the Creator-creature relationship.  If you were to 

admire a fine piece of furniture, exquisite design, the fine details, even in the joints on 

the back of the drawers, the flawless finish, would you imagine that the blending of 

wood, glue, stain and lacquer just happened?  I think rather you would (or at least 

should) inquire about the skilled cabinet maker who designed and executed such a 

piece.  The furniture may be outstanding, but the creator even more so.   

• The infinite difference in thought & deed—Isaiah 55.8-9:  For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.  Because of that Creator-creature distinction, it is not hard to see the 

difference in the intelligence of the Creator as opposed to that of the creature.  It is not 

simply that God knows infinitely more things than you and I do, but he knows them very 

differently.  He does not have to discover anything—but we do.  He knows things 

perfectly, in every detail no matter how minute.  We, on the other hand, cannot know 

everything there is to know about any one thing.  There is always more to know about 

something. 

• And then he brings up yet one more thing—the infinite difference in purity because of 

the Fall—vv. 4-6 

Fallen man’s essential nature—maggot & worm?  I wonder why he brings up that 

likeness?  I suspect it might have been from Job himself, back in 17.14-15:  if I say to the 

pit, 'You are my father,' and to the worm, 'My mother,' or 'My sister,' where then is my 

hope? Who will see my hope?  If that is where Bildad gets the idea that man is so lowly, I 
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can imagine Job’s response—“of all the times that you might have been paying attention, 

THIS was the time???  That is not what I was getting at!!!” 

Whether Bildad is thinking of Job’s earlier speech or not, he does tap into the thinking 

of some people, who claim they have no value, either because of sin or some other 

reason.  But is it a valid consideration?  Is man that much lower in creation that the 

analogies are worms and maggots? 

Consider David’s words of Psalm 22.6:  But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 

mankind and despised by the people.  David is clearly under great affliction at the hands 

of others in this psalm.  but who lays him so low?  God or man?  Who made the 

declaration?  It is David’s enemies who scorn and despise him, not God.  David in this 

passage seems to believe the popular opinion about himself, rather than what God says 

about him.  Affliction can do that to a person. 

But is a maggot or worm really a valid description of the human condition? 

Theologians have debated for some time what happened to the man, the image of God, at the 

Fall in the Garden, Genesis 3.   

Was the image destroyed?  Are humans no longer image-bearers of the Creator? 

Or, rather, was the image marred, damaged by sin?   

Did man become less than what he was at creation?  Did he become less than human?   

OR, did he become “more”—polluted, corrupted, sinful by nature and choice but still human? 

Think of it this way.  There is small dent in the side of my Kia minivan.  It’s image is distinctly 

marred by the addition of that dent.  But it is no less a Kia minivan.  And, it is still mine, and it 

still has value to me.  

Which leads me to think of another passage that describes the value of man after the fall.  

Psalm 8: 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 

above the heavens.  Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established 

strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.   

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 

you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man 

that you care for him?  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor.  You have given him dominion over the works 

of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the 

beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 

along the paths of the seas.   

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

This is a different view from Bildad as he thinks about Job and David in his own affliction.   

This one is from the perspective of Creation, and God’s intention for man. 
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In the light of the immensity of creation, and thus the even greater immensity of God, what is 

man that God should think of him?  Why would God care for such a mere fraction of a speck of 

dust in the universe? 

God created man’s essential nature—“made to lack a little from God” and crowned him with 

glory and honor.  God gave man dominion over creation—he made him the vice regent to 

continue to work and shape creation, to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.  

God has put creation under man’s control.  And in spite of the Fall of Genesis 3, that 

commission has never repealed.  The work is still there, the responsibility remains—but now 

with difficulty—pain, thorns & thistles—creation is resisting.  The conditions change, but God 

does not.  His glory remains, even if man’s image is badly damaged. 

Let’s make this personal:  What value does God place on you?  Are you a worm, or something 

else?  If you say “image bearer of the Creator”, then you are absolutely correct. 

The Redemptive, Balanced View 

It is for that reason—that man is made to lack but little from God himself, and has been given 

the unique position of image bearer that God has chosen to redeem—to buy back, to restore 

humanity as the beginning of his work of redeeming all creation for himself—reversing the 

curse. 

Sin will not win.  Fallenness is not the permanent position.  “Worm” is not the final 

designation. 

There is one other place where we find that designation of “worm” applied to humanity—Isaiah 

41.14:  Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel!  I am the One who helps you, declares 

the LORD; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.  

Worm, yes, that is what sin has reduced us to, but only in the sense of condition, not value.  

And certainly not the image that we truly project. 

We are fallen, true.  The picture looks bleak—maggot and worm bleak.  But a Redeemer has 

come, God himself in the Person of Jesus Christ.  And for those in Christ, something 

magnificent has happened:  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, a new creature.  The 

old has passed away, the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5.17)  

What has passed away?  The old designations of “worm” and “maggot”.  They no longer apply.  

Because the old condition has passed away—no longer dead in trespasses and sins.  All because 

God himself reconciled us to himself in Christ as he continues to reconcile the world to himself.  

And in addition to the creation/cultural mandate of Genesis 1, now there is a new mandate—to 

participate in that reconciliation. 

Our world is desperate for that reconciliation, even as it resists it.   

Our commission is to continue to exercise the authority that He has given us as his vice regents 

on earth—both in the cultural mandate and in the reconciliation mandate.  Maggots and worms 

don’t do that, Images of God do. 

There are thorns and thistles, pain and suffering. Those are givens. 
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But so is success.  Not because of us, but because of Him. 

John records this for us in Revelation 5.9-14: 

And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 

seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 

tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and 

priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."  Then I looked, and I heard 

around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 

numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing!"   

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 

and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 

blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"  And the four living 

creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.  

Should we do any less than that? 

That is what you were redeemed to do—because you are neither maggot or worm, but an image 

bearer of the great Creator. 

 

 


