
The Friends You Don’t Need, The God You Do 
Behold, these are but the outskirts of his ways….  Job 26.14 

 

The Problem with the Friends… (vv. 2-4) 

Biblical truth is biblical truth—all the time.  Good theology is good theology—all the time.    But 

biblical truth, good theology, wrongly applied is just wrong.  In the case of Job’s friends, what 

they have said has been generally true—in some cases.  But not in the case of Job.  Eliphaz has 

had 3 opportunities to be helpful.  So has Bildad.  Zophar only had 2, and isn’t granted a third 

chance to get it wrong yet one more time. 

Job is not the sinner that they are accusing him to be.  They are working with a general truth, 

that good things come to people who do good, and bad things come to people who do bad.  But 

that general truth cannot be switched around to say that if bad things are happening to you, 

then you must have done something bad.   

Nor can that general truth be the sole explanation for what happens in a Genesis 3 world.  Sin 

happens on the personal and cultural level.  Tragedy occurs all the time—think of the hurricane 

this week, and the devastation in Louisiana and Texas.  They are not worse than people in any 

other state, nor is there less sin in any other state. 

Job’s rebuke is directed toward Bildad, because Bildad has rather broadly hinted that Job is 

that maggot, that worm who was born impure, and got worse from there.  But what Job says 

can be directed to Eliphaz and Zophar as well.  As you compare translations, you see that there 

are several ways to bring his rebuke into our language. 

Job uses strong sarcasm in these 3 verses.   

• “How greatly Bildad has been helpful to the one who is scraping boils off of his skin 

while he grieves the loss of his children and ponders his economic condition.”   

• “How effectively he has saved the strength-less arm by his words.”   

• “How well he has counseled the clearly unwise sufferer with such profound knowledge.”   

• “Who helped you to speak, and who gave you the breath to pontificate?” 

It might be that at first Bildad didn’t catch the sarcasm, and he was perhaps getting a bit puffed 

up.  Perhaps once he did catch on he became angry.  We don’t know, and the text doesn’t tell us 

because his reaction doesn’t really matter.  He has been rebuked royally for being more than 

just unhelpful.  He has done more damage than good.  The only thing that he has strengthened 

is Job’s resolve to be proved in the right, and innocent of all charges.  And that is a good thing.  

What might have happened if they had beaten him down to make a false confession? 

What Job is going to say next can be easily summarized easily:  You think you know who God 

is?  Let me tell you about his omnipotence, his omnipresence, his majesty.   

 

The Power of God over the Underworld, vv. 5-7 

Again, our various translations vary a bit—the words here have ranges of meanings that are 

often determined by context. 
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Job is relating to his friends, and us, that God is ever present and in sovereign control over the 

realm of the dead—the “shades” (KJV), the “Rephaim”, those long dead tremble as a woman in 

labor when God’s majesty is felt down there.  God is privy to all that goes on in the realm of  the 

dead—Sheol.  Destruction—“Abaddon”, the abyss is completely exposed to the eyes of God.  

Perhaps you are thinking of Psalm 139.8:  If I ascend to heaven, you are there.  If I make my 

bed in Sheol, you are there!  God sees, God knows, because there is nowhere in all creation that 

he superintend. 

He shifts from the underworld to something greater:  This Creator stretches out northern sky 

over emptiness, and hangs the earth—on nothing!  The expression that he uses in the first part 

seems to connect with the constellations of the northern sky, as in other poetical passages like 

Isaiah 40.22 and 44.24.  He is drawing their attention not merely to the depths of creation, but 

the greatness of the expanse of creation, and the wonder of the stars in space, in a divine order. 

In the second part he is describing the amazing possibility that the earth is not sitting on a 

physical foundation, nor hanging like an ornament on a tree.  It is just hanging there—how can 

that be?  Yet it is.  Certainly beyond his 3 friends, with their limited understanding of 

astronomy and physics.   

Yet does it not amaze us as well? 

 

The Power of God over the Waters, vv. 8-10 

God takes the waters and seals them up in a cloud—and the waters stay there!  The cloud isn’t 

broken by the weight of the water, which also should amaze us who are fully aware of the 

effects of hydrostatic pressure—the force of water in a gravitational field.  The power of God 

holds all this together. 

That thickly-clouded sky prevents what is below to see what is above—the throne of God.  Here 

you might be thinking of Isaiah 66.1:  Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the 

earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of 

my rest?  His vision is not limited, but ours is. 

Can you draw a circle on the surface of water?  God has—what he has done is put boundaries 

on water, where it is kept, where it goes.  Perhaps you are remembering that second day of 

creation when God separated the waters—above and below—and then separated the waters 

below into seas, creating the dry ground.  In fact, you have probably been thinking of Genesis 1 

throughout Job’s rebuke, for it is God’s sovereign, creative power that he is using for his 

rebuke.  Even the separation, the boundary between light and darkness.  

 

The Power of God over All Creation, vv. 11-13 

The pillars of heaven—what holds everything up there—trembles when he rebukes them.  He 

calms the storm-tossed sea, and by his understanding of his creation he shatters the great sea 

monster, here called Rahab. 
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He blows, and the clouds and storms dissipate, he clears the heavens, and what he chases out 

he pierces—here we might think of Isaiah 27.1:  In that day the LORD with his hard and 

great and strong sword punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, 

and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea.   

There is great imagery in these verses, and perhaps we struggle with such pictures because of 

our contemporary culture.  So perhaps instead of being confounded, let us be amazed at the 

majesty, the control, the creative power, the sustaining power of God.  But let us not miss what 

Job says next: 

And that is just the beginning….v. 14 

Behold, these are but the outskirts of his ways, and how small a whisper do we hear of him!  

But the thunder of his power, who can understand? 

All that Job has describe is the fringe of what God does—the “little stuff.”  All of the power 

roaring through creation is but a whisper.  I am reminded of Psalm 46.6:  The nations rage, 

kingdoms totter; he utters his voice—he whispers—the earth melts. 

If all of that is fringe, what activities must be at the core?  Most are probably hidden from us. 

Keep in mind that Job is describing some of God’s attributes by what he has done in the 

expanse of the physical creation.  Those actions are the fringe of what he does.  But he has no 

attributes at the fringe:  his essence is exactly that—his essence.  It is all the core of being.   

Think of an apple.  Skin, meat, seeds and seed pockets.  What is the apple?  The whole thing.  

Take any part of it away, and it is not an apple any more.  The same with who God is.  Take 

away any of his attributes, he is no longer God.  If you  take away holiness, love, mercy, justice, 

omnipotence—anything, then you have a figment of your imagination, not the God of reality. 

Remember when Moses at Mount Sinai wanted to see God’s glory?  The most he was allowed to 

see was the “hind parts”—the fringe—of God’s glory while God put him in the cleft of the rock 

and covered him with his hand until he passed by.  Do you remember what God said just after 

that? 

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 

steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 

will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and 

the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." (Exodus 34.6-7) 

If you were to think of a core activity of God, what might it be? 

May I offer a suggestion?   

His redemptive activity.  This God who created heaven and earth, long before that had planned 

the redemption of his fallen creation.  Long before Adam disobeyed, Jesus was the lamb slain 

before the foundation of the world.  The apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 1.4 that God the 

Father chose us believers in Christ before the foundation of the world.  In 2 Timothy 1.9 he 

encouraged a young pastor with these words:  God saved us and called us to holy calling, not 
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because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus before the ages began. 

The display of all his majesty in creation, as great and astounding as it is, is mere fringe activity 

to what God has done by providing salvation for those who rebel against him.  Not merely 

making a way possible, but making the way secure and unmovable. 

We can say with Paul, Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  "For who has known the 

mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?"  "Or who has given a gift to him that he 

might be repaid?"  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever.  Amen. (Romans 11.33-36) 

So what does that mean to us today, where we sit as believers, as recipients of this salvation? 

Biblical truth is biblical truth—all the time.  Good theology is good theology—all the time.    But 

biblical truth, good theology, wrongly applied is just wrong.  If I were to tell someone that God 

loves them and will take them to heaven just because he loved them, that would be a mixture of 

biblical truth with error; good theology with bad.  Because the only way that a person can 

escape eternal punishment and have fullness of joy is by having their sins forgiven by the death 

and resurrection of Christ.  No other way to the Father than through the Son.  No other name 

under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.  I can be polite and perhaps even 

persuasive about that, but it is a non-negotiable truth. 

On the other side of that truth is what Job’s friends are doing to him.  Trying to tell him that he 

is great sinner and needs to repent.  And maybe you, as a Christian, a believer, have 

experienced something like that.  You are going through hard times—not as bad as Job 

perhaps, but bad enough that you understand what he is going through.  The voices tell you 

that you are no good, lost again. 

What you need is not someone telling you that you need to get saved all over again.  You don’t 

need those kinds of friends.  You don’t need bad counselors.  What you need—who you need—

is the God that Job describes, the God that Moses knew, who redeems, saves to the uttermost 

and keeps for eternity. 

You need to know that the God of all creation, who not only made heaven and earth, but owns 

all of it, controls all of it—from the lowest depths to the highest reaches of space, is the God 

who holds you in the palm of his hand because you are in Christ.  Be encourage.  The struggles 

here are short.  In the midst of those struggles, remember that the LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 


