
Job the Echo 
He was oppressed and he was afflicted…. Isaiah 53.7 

 

As I read through Job 30, last week and this morning, did any other person come to 
mind? 

If so, what you have experienced is an echo, something that Richard Hays described in 
his Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul.  An echo is a phrase or sentence that 
makes  you think of another passage that is deeply ingrained in your mind, but you can’t 
quite pull it up or say exactly where you heard it.  Hays offers that there are so many 
quotations, allusions and echoes in Paul’s letters that come from the Old Testament, 
that there really isn’t much original to him. 

As I read chapters 29 & 30 last week, I couldn’t help to think of one other person in the 
pages of Scripture that not merely experienced as great drop from greatness as Job did, 
but an even great one. 

Job’s sufferings—the extent 

You know the extent of Job’s suffering.  He has had all that his world could offer—flocks 
and herds, a resulting solid income, 10 grown children, overwhelming respect from all 
segments of his society because of his well-deserved reputation of selflessly giving to 
those in need. 

And then in one fell swoop, he has lost his material possessions & the income that comes 
from those possessions, all of his children, and then finally his health.  He has thus lost 
the respect of his community, so that the lowest of society mock him.  His reputation is 
gone because it seems that everyone has the understanding that such a series of losses 
could only come to someone who had sinned greatly.  He is no longer worthy of respect.   

Job is broken in body and spirit. 

Job’s sufferings—for a purpose, but it is not known to him. 

What you and I know, but Job and his friends and detractors do not, is the real reason 
for his condition.  It is not because of his sin.  Just the opposite.  It is because the 
Accuser claims that Job only does what is right because God is rewarding him—a great 
cosmic quid pro quo. 

But God doesn’t work like that.  And neither does Job. 

It is precisely because Job does good because he is good that is the object of this test by 
the Adversary.  In the end, he will win this contest of which he is unaware he has 
entered. 

Job’s sufferings—for whose benefit? 

Ultimately, Job will be the beneficiary of this suffering.  God will bless his latter end 
with more blessings that he had before, as we will see in the last chapter.  But Job 
cannot see that where he is in these chapters.  That is his future that he cannot know yet.  
Because we are the readers of his experience, we have the privilege of reading ahead and 
seeing  how all this plays out for him.  So, you might say that we are also beneficiaries of 
his suffering, as we see the whole thing—the big picture. 
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But who else could have possibly experienced such a freefall from blessing into such a 
deep pit of suffering? 

You may have one or two in mind that come close. 

But I am thinking of one for whom the gap between top and bottom, privilege and curse, 
is not only as great as Job’s but actually more than Job’s. 

Infinitely more.  Jesus Christ. 

Jesus’ sufferings—the extent 

Jesus was not just a good man who became a martyr for a great cause.  He was not a 
great teacher who sadly left this life in a painful way. 

He was good in the ultimate sense of the word.  He was a great teacher by words and 
actions, and more. 

Colossians 1.15-16:   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities all things were created through 
him and for him.   

He who made heaven and earth, fashioned and created all things joined his creation in a 
most unusual way.  He was the Word made flesh to swell among us—God himself taking 
on the form of a man.  He was—and is—one in essence with the Father and the Spirit, 
with no loss of attributes along the way.  Hebrews 1.3:  He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of 
his power.  

It was from such a place in creation—actually, from outside creation—that Jesus came.  
The beginning of his humiliation was the becoming a man—taking on human flesh and 
blood.  As Paul describes it, he made himself of nothing—emptying himself—by taking 
the form a servant.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

We often miss what that means, death on a cross.  From a cultural standpoint, it was the 
ultimate humiliation to be stripped naked, nailed to a cross and hung up to die in public 
view on a busy Roman road.  A death that would often take a couple of days in the 
Judean heat by day, and chill by night. 

The Fourth Servant Song of Isaiah, Isaiah 52.23 - 53.12 is the most appropriate reading I 
can think of to give us the picture of the suffering. 

52.14 As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so marred, beyond human 
semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of mankind. 

53.3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not.  

53.4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 



3 
 

53.7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth. 

53.9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

Can you imagine the extent of the insult, the humiliation that Jesus endured?  Fully 
God, now despised by his creation and tossed away after his shameful death on a cross. 

Jesus’ sufferings—for a purpose, known from all eternity 

52..15 so shall he sprinkle many nations…. His sprinkling many nations is the picture of 
Jesus doing what Moses did at the base of Sinai when he sprinkled the blood of the 
covenant on the Hebrews when he gathered them to himself. 

53.10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul 
makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the 
will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see 
and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to 
be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him 
a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors…. 

And yet:  …looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12.2) 

52.13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be 
exalted. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and given him a name above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2.9-11) 

There is the full explanation of what has gone on here.  The greatest humiliation, the 
greatest suffering—more than friends abandoning us, more that our children rejecting 
us, more than loss of job or ministry.  More even, than loss of health and life.  For the 
death on the cross was more than physical.  It was a spiritual death, suffering for sins 
not his own, taking the eternal punishment for an innumerable mass of sinners that they 
might be redeemed from all iniquity.  

Come back with me to Isaiah 53. 

Jesus’ sufferings—for whose benefit? 

53.4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.   
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53.8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people?  

53.12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 
transgressors.  

Job’s sufferings were great, no doubt about it.  The losses of property, income, family, 
health and reputation were overwhelming.  Yet when I think of Job’s suffering, I am 
compelled to remember the greater suffering experienced by Another for me.  For you. 

And that is why we come to the table today. 

Believer, this table is for you. 


