
What if Job Were Guilty? 
Is calamity not for the unrighteous?       Job 31.3 

 

 

How do you respond when someone makes open accusations that you must have done 
something wrong?  Something really wrong.  Maybe even several somethings. 

I would seek to defend myself, if I were innocent of their accusations.  Partly because I 
don’t like being accused.  And partly because I know there are other things of which I am 
guilty.  Just not what I am being accused of this time. 

Job also defends himself, especially in this last of the three chapters of his final appeal to 
the court.  Here he directly answers some of the accusations that Eliphaz made in 
chapter 22, and that all 3 of his friends have hinted at their speeches up to this point. 

He speaks first of his intentionality to avoid sin in the first verse:  I have made a 
covenant with my eyes; how then could I look upon a woman?  He understands the 
basic principle that Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, that to even look with lust 
is essentially the same as committing the act of adultery.   

He is very aware that the problem with sin is not that it lies outside of a person, but that 
it lies deep within.  As the NT writer James stated:   

Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  Then 
desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is fully grown, 
brings forth death. (James 1.14-15) 

And thus in his own defense, he gives a series of “if-then” statements relating the 
various ways that he has not done what they are claiming he must have done. 

He describes what would happen if he committed any sort of sins in vv. 5-8—that justice 
would have taken away the fruits of his labor. 

In graphic terms he expresses what would have happened if he had been an adulterer in 
vv. 9-12. 

Verses 13-15 speak of how he could not stand before God if he had mistreated one of his 
servants, a fellow creation of God. 

Not just sins of commission, but what might happen if he did not extend mercy to those 
who were suffering?  This he speaks of in vv. 16-23. 

Idolatry is denied in vv. 24-28. 

He doesn’t even gloat over his fallen enemies, vv. 29-32. 

And when he does sin, he confesses it, he does not conceal it—vv. 33-37. 

And he does not even harm the earth—no polluter, this Job.  The perfect 
conservationist, in vv. 38-40. 

With such a claim to innocence, he then ends his defense—before his friends, before God 
himself. 

Job is an innocent man. 

We know of the reputation of Job & his righteousness.  Hundreds of years later the 
prophet Ezekiel with the exiles in Babylon would record God’s word to them: 
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Son of man, when a land sins against me by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out 
my hand against it and break its supply of bread and send famine upon it, and 
cut off from it man and beast, even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
were in it, they would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness, 
declares the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 14.13-14) 

Why is it that none of these 3 would have been righteous enough to rescue Judah from 
the onslaughts of the invaders?  If God would have spared Sodom & Gomorrah from 
destruction with simple the residence of 10 righteous people in the cities, then why not 
spare Judah? 

2 reasons: 

First, the invasion and destruction of Judah was necessary in God’s redemptive plan.  It 
was for judgment against sin, but also for their being purged and exiled, to be restored 
at a later date. 

But second, it was because there was nothing sufficiently redemptive in the personal 
righteousness of any of these 3 godly men, much less with any one of them. 

But haven’t we already identified Job as the most righteous men of his time?  Indeed, 
yes he was.  But that was not absolute righteousness.  It was relative righteousness.  
Compared to his contemporaries, in fact, compared to most everyone else who ever 
lived, he was more righteous.  That is what his confession in these last few chapters have 
illustrated. 

But buried within this last chapter are hints of Job’s fallen humanity. 

In the first verse Job states that he has made a covenant with his eyes to not look upon a 
woman.  Job’s covenant seems like a very good idea.  And it is.  For someone like Job 
and me.  And, if I may be so bold, you.  People with the tendency to sin.   

But perfect person would not have to be so intentional.  No covenant would have been 
necessary for a perfect person. 

In the second and third verses, Job raises the question of what he would receive from 
God if he violated that covenant.  In the fourth verse he reminds us that God sees 
everything that he does. 

Now a truly wicked person wouldn’t care what God gives or doesn’t give; nor would he 
care if God saw or not.  Only a good person would care that God knows his actions and 
ways, and have any concern for God ordering all of his life. 

A good person in relative terms. 

A perfect person would be so in tune with the Almighty that there would be no question 
of his perfect behavior and obedience.  There would be not the slightest of concern about 
God looking over his shoulder and observing the details of life. 

Even the rest of what Job has to say in this chapter points to a good person, relatively 
speaking, who wants his reputation with others restored. 

Again the wicked doesn’t care what others think, as long as he gets what he wants out of 
life.  Lying, cheating, stealing, killing—who cares?  The ends justify the means.  As long 
as he gets his way, what difference does it make? 
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And again, the perfect person is not worried about what other people think.  He is 
judged by no one, not even by God, because there is not a spot or blemish to point at. 

Only a relatively good person cares what others think.  People like Job, me, you. 

And it is exactly at that point that Job stands guilty.  Not that he isn’t good; even better 
than most everyone who has lived.  But he is not sin-free, blemish free. 

Job has said it himself: 

Job 15.14:  What is man, that he can be pure?  Or he who is born of a woman, 
that he can be righteous?   

Job 25.4:  How then can man be in the right before God?  How can he who is 
born of woman be pure?   

And even more to the point, he confesses that he hasn’t covered his sins: 

Job 31.33:  If I have concealed by transgressions as other do by hiding my 
iniquity in my bosom…. 

He hasn’t concealed his transgressions—but he has them.  As do I.  As do you. 

And that is why his righteousness would only have been able to rescue himself from 
Judah if he had been there.  He wasn’t good enough to rescue anyone else.  Not him, not 
Noah, not Daniel. 

Those three were good.  Righteous even.  But not good enough.  Not righteous enough 

And neither am I.  Neither are you. 

As a matter of fact, we aren’t good enough to rescue ourselves, much less anyone else, 
when we speak of standing at the Judgment Seat at the end of time. 

We will stand on our own merits, our own works.  Isaiah reminds us that all of our 
righteousness is as filthy rags, polluted garments—the bloody menstrual rags that are 
not only physically dirty, but ceremonially unclean. (Isaiah 64.6)  That is what our own 
righteousness looks like. 

Unless something happens from outside of us. 

If Job wasn’t perfect, where do the rest of us stand?  If not perfect, then guilty—both by 
nature, and by choice. 

And what is true of Job, as good as he was, would be true for me, who isn’t as good as 
Job.  And it is true for you. 

And that is why Jesus came.   

Here is how the apostle Paul expressed it: 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die—but  God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  More than that, 
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we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.   

The only hope that sinners like Job, like me, like you can possibly have is that someone 
else can provide the rescue.  Because we cannot secure it for ourselves, much less for 
someone else. 

We are not saved by our works of righteousness, but by grace, through faith—trusting in 
what Jesus did.  For what he did, no one else could do. 

What Jesus did was to take on human flesh and blood, to accept—no, to choose—the 
outward form of a servant and choose the substitutionary position on the cross. 

Jesus was no martyr, no bumbling fool who was at the wrong place at the wrong time. 

He was, and is, the perfect God-man who took the place sinful people willingly, 
intentionally, and paid the price for their sin.  Took the punishment that they deserved. 

That Job deserved.  That I deserved.  That you deserved. 

He did all that on the cross.  For me, for you. 

And that is why we are here this morning.  Because we have forgiveness of our sins 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Not because you were righteous.  But because you aren’t.  But he was, and is. 

Never forget, believer, that you have been, and are, loved with an everlasting love.  And 
underneath are his everlasting arms to support you regardless of your current situation. 


