
An Impossibility 
…far be it from God….  Job 34.10 

 
Have you ever been in a conversation with someone, and midway it takes a nasty turn.  

The other person claims that you said something that you didn’t say, and certainly didn’t 

mean to say.  What has happened was that your words were taken out of context, or 

twisted. 

Frustrating, isn’t it?  Kind of makes you want to tell your conversation partner that they 

should listen more carefully. 

Elihu has been listening, and seemingly very carefully, to the monologues of Job and the 

three friends.  In these chapters he is now expounding as each of them did, and thus far 

with helpful insight.  But that seems to change in this chapter. 

Job has been frustrated with the events that preceded these monologues.  Loss of 

property & income, loss of offspring, loss of health, even loss of reputation.  And I 

suspect that we all can sympathize with him, as there is no explanation for them.  The 

normal explanation is that such losses are the justice of God punishing Job for great 

sins—and Job knows that is not the case, in spite of his 3 accusers. 

What Job has not said is that he is sinlessly perfect.  He has acknowledged falling short.  

His point is that he has not fallen in such a way as to deserve what he has received. 

Yet now Elihu says that Job claims to be without transgression (v. 6), and that he stated 

that there was no profit in delighting in God (v. 9)—something else that Job did not say.  

What he did say was that God destroys the blameless and the wicked (9.22-23), and 

raises the question of why he should labor in vain if he is so punished (9.29).  Not 

exactly what Elihu claims he said.  But we can see where Elihu gets the idea, even if it is 

a stretch. 

In 21.15, Job says:  what is the Almighty, that we should serve him, and what profit do 

we get if we pray to him.  Elihu might have this in mind.  Yet in context, Job is saying 

that the wicked say this about God—these are not Job’s thoughts or words. 

If this speech were presented in a modern court of law, we might say that Elihu is 

accusing Job of a process crime, if not outright sinfulness.  Remember that a process 

crime is like when a person is caught in a lie when being interrogated, and prosecuted 

for that, even though he is innocent of the actual crime for which he was interrogated in 

the first place. 

For our study this morning, rather than focusing on legal issues, I think it would be 

much more beneficial to focus on what Elihu says about God, and to do so for 2 reasons. 

First, because that is really what Job’s whole questioning is about.  “If I am not guilty of 

deep and grievous sin, then why am I suffering, and why isn’t God answering my 

question?”  He is questioning, at some level, not God’s sovereignty over all things, but 

his caring and his goodness. 

But second, isn’t it really what our questioning is about when troubles befall us that we 

don’t think we should be in?  “Where is God in all of this?”  we ask.  “Doesn’t he care 
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that I am hurting?”  We may even raise the issue of God’s sovereignty, saying that God 

may be loving, but things just are beyond his control.  Here Job would rebuke us. 

So what does Elihu have to say about God’s care and concern?  For this we turn to verses 

10 to 15. 

Elihu is quite clear, from the very beginning:  Far be it from God that he should do 

wickedness, and from the Almighty that he should do wrong.  From our perspective, we 

know that in our fellow humans, power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely.  We see it time and time again, and probably think of it especially at election 

time. 

But God is not a man, that he should sin.  Man has one thing that God does not:  a fallen 

nature; a sinful nature.   

Numbers 23:19  God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 

change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not 

fulfill it? 

Malachi 3:6  For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are 

not consumed. 

What we know about God in this area is that he does not change, he does not lie.  He is 

not like us.  Most of us are pretty changeable—sometimes in less than a minute we go 

from one extreme to the other.  God does not. 

And one specific attribute that does not change is his goodness. 

Psalm 100:5   For the LORD is good, his mercy is everlasting, and his truth endures 

to all generations. 

Psalm 86:5  For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to 
all who call upon you.   

Psalm 106:1  Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever!   

Psalm 107:1  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever!   

Psalm 119:68  You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. 

Elihu continues in v. 12:  Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will 

not pervert justice. 

God not only is good, he does good.  Elihu observes this in the area of common grace in 

vv. 14 & 15: 

If he should set his heart to it and gather to himself his spirit and his breath, all 

flesh would perish together, and man would return to the dust. 

God could easily simply pull the plug on all of creation, or any part of creation.  He is 

sovereign, and can do as he wishes.  But the attribute of goodness prevents that.  In the 

same way that he is not a man, and thus cannot lie, so not being a capricious man, he 

will not destroy his creation.  He could, but he doesn’t. 
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Not only that, but in the NT James tells us that not only does God not do evil, and is not 

tempted to do evil, he does not tempt anyone to do evil—James 1.13. 

That is what the attribute of goodness means.  Perhaps it would be good to make a 

distinction here.  For us, we may have what we call an attribute of goodness.  What we 

mean is that we have the normal tendency towards doing good things.  But we can also 

do bad things, absolutely wicked things.  That’s a human attribute.  Really, it is a 

tendency. 

But not so with God.  When we speak of God’s attributes, we speak of things that are 

absolute identity markers.  When we speak of his goodness, we understand that God is 

the final standard of good, and that all that God is and does is worthy of approval. 

And our study of scripture bears that out. 

So what does the goodness of God mean to Job? 

It means that whatever God is doing—and Job has no difficulty understanding that God 

is the one behind all that is going on in his life—it  is something good—even when it 

doesn’t look good from where Job sits. 

And what it means to Job, it should mean the same to us in our circumstances—even 

when, and especially when, it doesn’t look that way from our perspective. 

That plays out in different ways for us, even though at the root, it is God’s goodness 

being shown in our lives. 

God’s mercy is his goodness shown toward those in distress.  God’s grace is his goodness 

toward those who deserve punishment, yet Christ has taken the punishment for us.  

God’s patience is his goodness toward those who continue to sin, yet God brings them 

back—2 Corinthians 5.20—patience toward you.   

All of that is wrapped up in his goodness. 

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for you, will he not graciously give 

you that you need?  No good thing does the LORD withhold from those who walk 

uprightly, Psalm 84.11. 

God’s sovereignty gives us, or at least should give us great comfort knowing that he is in 

charge, and is very much handling what goes on in his universe—even viruses and 

elections.  We need to know that. 

But we also need to know that the sovereign God is also the good God who does all 

things well, who works all things for the good of his people, even when those things 

don’t look good from our perspective.   

This is what trust is all about. 

May he grant us the awareness of not only his sovereignty, but his goodness as we live 

out our lives before him, as well as before others.  May our trust in him be to his honor 

and glory, as well as to the encouragement of others. 

 


