
When God Breaks Into a World 
… I despise myself and repent….  Job 42.6 

 
There are times when we study the Bible that we realize that we need to as a particularly 

difficult question of the text:  why is this here?  When we read chapters 40 and 41, 

perhaps we find that they are unnecessary to the thrust of the book, especially after 

Elihu’s speech, and then the first two chapters of God’s speech.  Aren’t these 2 chapters 

superfluous? 

I expect that there may be some of you who are waiting for me to explain what the 

Behemoth and Leviathan in chapters 40 & 41 are.  I think I can tell you what they 

probably are not.  The footnotes in the ESV say that they are possibly a hippopotamus 

and a crocodile.  The NIV study Bible offers the same, with the first possibly being an 

elephant, as does the KJV footnote.  Commentaries run the gamut from mythical 

creatures to considering that both names and descriptions are of the same animal.   

The word that is used here for the first animal is simply the plural form of the word for 

“beast,”  sometimes translated “cattle.”  The idea seems to be that this is a magnificent 

creature—think “plural of majesty”.   

The second animal is found 3 times outside of Job:  Psalm 74.14 describes a beast that is 

killed for food for other creatures in the wilderness.  Psalm 104.26 mentions a sea 

creature that God made to play in the oceans.  And Isaiah 27.1 uses the term to describe 

a fleeing, twisting serpent, a dragon in the sea that God will destroy. 

Got all that?  Helpful?  No, not really, at least for our study. 

We see from the text that the first is not mythical, based on what God says in 40.15—he 

has made this animal as he has made Job.  And the language for both seems to indicate 

that Job is familiar with the characteristics of both.  From the descriptions given to us, 

there is nothing which we have living now that meets such detailed attributes, even 

allowing for poetical language being used.   

So what do we have here?  Probably most of us are too young to make this leap, but if we 

were 12 years old and reading these 2 chapters, we would have a pretty good idea that 

we might find such animals on the 4th floor of the Natural History Museum in NYC.  Yes, 

perhaps dinosaurs? 

So if they are animals that we do not know about, why does God mention them to Job?  

What is he getting at? 

Why does God speak of these “beasts”?  I see two reasons. 

• Power: 

o God’s power as Creator—he has made these two magnificent, powerful 

creatures for his purpose and glory.  And as powerful as they are, they 

point to a much more powerful Creator having made them. 

o Their power as “monsters”—they have power both in what they are, as well 

as what they do, and what they don’t do.  And this is I think the point:  not 

only here for illustrations of God’s power, but of human weakness. 
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o Man cannot control Behemoth, cannot defeat Leviathan, even though if 

they are only creatures, that ought not to be the case: 

▪ Genesis 1.26—the cultural mandate puts man in charge of all the 

created order on earth, including the animals. 

▪ Psalm 8.6-8—in spite of the fall, this psalm reminds us that the 

cultural mandate for Adam has not been rescinded.  It is still in 

effect, that mankind is to exercise dominion over the fish of the sea, 

the fowls of the air, the creatures on the earth.  And yet these are 2 

that are beyond man’s control.  And specifically, beyond Job’s 

control. 

But does that really answer the question as to why God mentions these creatures?  Just 

to remind Job that there are unsubdued animals out there?  Certainly the effect of the 

“beasts” being described brings out the awareness of something, of Someone greater 

than man, greater than Job.   

Describing these beasts seems to rock Job’s “safe” world.  This is not the only time that 

God has broken into someone’s safe, secure world to get their attention. 

• Think of an old shepherd, tending someone else’s sheep in the wilderness, life is 

calm, stable, predictable.  And then one day God breaks into his world with a 

burning bush that is not consumed.  And his life changes. (Genesis 3) 

• Think of priest, going into the temple to worship, as he had many times before.  

His life was pretty predictable, no real surprises.  Until one day he sees the 

LORD, high and lifted up, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  “Woe is me, 

for I am undone.  I am a man of unclean lips, dwell in the midst of a people of 

unclean lips.”  And Isaiah’s life changes as God breaks in and gives him a new 

commission. (Isaiah 6) 

• Consider some other shepherds, out on a winter’s evening on the hillside outside 

Bethlehem.  All is calm, all is bright.  And then a crowd of angels show up, and 

they are terrified as God breaks their calm, ordered, probably dull world with a 

powerful announcement of a Savior for all peoples.    (Luke 2) 

• Consider also a simple fisherman, well skilled in the knowledge of his fresh-water 

sea.  He knew all of its quirks, all of the fishes’ habits.  And then some rabbi from 

Nazareth comes along, and tells him to put his net in the water.  The fisherman 

knows that there are no fish there.  The rabbi may be a carpenter, but he doesn’t 

know the lake, he doesn’t know fish.  But the fisherman does it anyway, and the 

result is that he catches more fish than he could have ever hoped for in the 

middle of the day.  And he is now terrified:  “Depart from me, for I am a sinful 

man, O Lord!” (Luke 5) 

If this is what God is doing, and I think it is, why would God want to rock Job’s world? 
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• Job’s humbling, his repentance for how he has made demands of God, is 

incomplete (40.4-5).  He understands part of what God wants him to know—that 

he isn’t God.  But there is more. 

• Job’s humbling, repentance is now what it should be—look at 42.1-6).  More than 

just understanding that he isn’t God, he understands that he is not the man that 

he was made to be.  He can’t even fulfill the command to exercise dominion.  He 

does not live up to expectations. 

And so the next question that probably comes to mind is, why does God do this to Job?  

Wasn’t he the most righteous man on the face of the earth?  Isn’t he blameless & 

upright?  Doesn’t he fear God and turn away from evil?  Of course he is.  But that does 

not mean that he is what he is supposed to be. 

Of what does Job need to repent?  Not of sin.  But of self-righteousness.  None of what 

Job experienced in the loss of everything had anything to do with punishment.  It was an 

attack of the Adversary against God, using Job as the pawn. 

Job’s self-righteousness is the issue here.  The “troubles” exposed it as he and his friends 

gave their speeches (32.1-2). 

Just because we do not overtly sin—either by omission or commission—does not mean 

that we have reached any kind of perfection.  Just because our actions are not bad, does 

not mean that our hearts are good.  We all fall short of the glory of God. 

Repentance is not just for the sinner who is in rebellion against God, and then is brought 

to salvation.  It is for believers as well. 

Repentance is not just for the larger, visible issues, but for the deeper, more pervasive 

ones, issues of the heart, issues like self-righteousness. 

Self-righteousness is when we think that we are doing OK just the way we are, and that 

no changes need to be made.  That we have reached some sort of pinnacle in our 

spiritual life. 

Self-righteousness is when we think that we are better than someone else—as the 

pharisee did with the tax collector in Luke 18:  The Pharisee, standing by himself, 

prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 

get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 

but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 

Only one of them left the temple justified.  And it wasn’t the Pharisee. 

What looks like harshness from God towards Job here, towards Peter on the sea of 

Galilee, and towards us when he breaks in and humbles is isn’t harshness at all. 

It is grace.  For his intention for Job, for Peter, for us is to not leave us in partial 

repentance.  The work that he began that good work in us at the cross when he brought 

us to the place of knowing our sin, our utter corruption, and showed us our Savior, he 

intends to bring to completion.   
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And that means he intends to bring us to both faith and repentance again and again 

because he loves us too much to leave us where we are. 

That’s why he broke into our world over 2000 years ago, and that is why he breaks into 

our world now in any number of ways.  Perhaps through illness, job loss, maybe even 

through societal collapse.  Not to destroy us, his people.  But to finish the redemptive 

work he began in us. 

When he breaks into your world to show you your weaknesses, your failings, perhaps 

even self-righteousness like Job, it is out of love and grace.  Or do you presume on the 

riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? (Romans 2.4) 

He loves you too much to leave you with only partial repentance, only a taste of 

salvation.  He who began the good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ.   


