
Fruit of Repentance 
… I repent in dust and ashes…. Job 42.6 

 
I suspect that most of you are aware that our brothers and sisters in the lands of the old 

Soviet Union don’t refer to the conversion experience as “believing in Jesus”, but rather 

“repenting from sins.”   

In many respects I think that their way of describing what God is doing in their lives is 

something that we need to adopt, for simply saying “I believe in Jesus” means different 

things to different people and is not the whole story. 

For some, it is simply an acknowledgment of his historical existence.  For others, it is to 

place him in a category with Gandhi, Buddha, and Socrates, just one of the great 

teachers.  And for at least some of us, it is to trust him as the sovereign Lord and only 

savior of sinners.  That’s quite a range of belief. 

The New Testament speaks of both faith and repentance as being necessary elements for 

our salvation.  And of course, they are not simply introductory actions that “get us into 

the faith”, but they are actions that we practice throughout our lives as those whose sins 

have been forgiven because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

I often wonder if repentance itself isn’t an act of faith, because to repent we have to 

believe in the gospel in the first place.  We have to trust that turning from our sins is the 

normal thing to do if we really believe that Jesus has died for us, and that he then calls 

us to follow him in living his way, not ours. 

Once we repent, there are a few things that naturally result, whether it is our initial 

repentance, or later repentance in our Christian lives.  What we see in the last chapter of 

Job point out a few of these results:  fruit of repentance. 

Job’s Confession and Repentance 

Job has spoken arrogantly and self-righteously about God, as if Job himself were the 

judge and arbiter of the universe.  He hasn’t sinned as a thief or murderer or adulterer.  

In fact, he is declared to be a God-fearer, one who turned away from evil, and was 

blameless and upright in the first 2 chapters.  Still, he has transgressed with his words 

and heart.   

Once confronted by God’s incomprehensibility, majesty and sovereignty, Job makes that 

humbling statement in verse 6:  I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.   

From that confession and repentance comes the fruit of repentance. 

The Fruit of Job’s Repentance 

1. The most obvious is the renewed relationship with God, for God immediately puts 

him to work:  offering the sacrifices for his 3 friends and praying for them.  They are 

the ones who need to have sins covered, atoned for, because they have not spoke 

rightly of God, and thus he is angry with them. 

Once the sacrifice is made, the text tells us that the LORD accepted Job’s prayer.   

Faith and repentance are necessary conditions for the servant of God.  Yes, every 

servant except Christ is damaged by sin; tainted by corruption.  God can use a 
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corrupt individual like Balaam to speak for him—but then, God can also us a donkey 

to do that as well!  We don’t know how the donkey ended up, but we do know that 

Balaam did not end up well—he was killed with the Midianites in Numbers 31.8. 

God’s expectation for his servants is that they be found blameless—not sinless, but 

blameless.  The difference?  Sinless is impossible, for even a believer.  Blameless is 

possible, because of repentance from sins, and trust in Christ.   Thus restoration 

follows.  And here faith is necessary, to believe, to trust that forgiveness has been 

given, and that the blood of Jesus really does continue to cleanse from all sin (1 John 

1.7). 

2. That then leads to another fruit of repentance, the intercession for others.  Job 

intercedes for his friends by offering sacrifices for them, and praying for them.  Job 

must have understood the principle that the unjust servant in Jesus’ parable 

(Matthew 18.23-35) did not understand:  that when God forgives the great debt that 

I owe, I dare not withhold forgiveness to anyone who asks for it, for his debt to me is 

infinitely less than my debt to God.  Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

This is what David has in mind when he prays his prayer of repentance in Psalm 

51.13:  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  

The repentance of a believer will, or at least should, result of him not only correcting 

his own life, but leading others to returning, to repentance as well.   

This is what Jesus has in mind for Peter, hours before Peter would deny even 

knowing his Lord:  Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he 

may sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And 

when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers (Luke 22.31-32).  Simon 

Peter’s repentance, turning back, will lead to the strengthening of others, and thus 

the spreading of the gospel.  We see the fulfillment of this in the great sermon of Acts 

2 when Peter calls others to repent. 

It is at this point if you are following along in Job 42 that you are thinking that a third 

fruit of repentance is the restoration of Job’s fortunes, v. 10. 

3. Job served God, feared God and turned away from evil not because God blessed him, 

but because he was blameless and upright.  He did not obey or fear God to get 

something, or to avoid punishment.  The first 2 chapters of the book make that very 

clear.  God blessed Job because of the relationship, not out of bribery or obligation. 

If we are honest, we have good reasons to say that we are unworthy of the blessings that 

we experience, especially when we see other believers who are not blessed in the same 

way.  Why are we blessed, others not?  He has his purposes, but blessing doesn’t always 

come because we are good.  If that were so, it would not be blessing, but wages—God 

would be in our debt. 

But he is not.  He owes us nothing.  But he chooses to bless some with material goods, 

others with intellectual or other advantages.  His choice, not ours. 

But you might say, “Wait just a minute.  What about Malachi 3.10?  Bring in the tithes 

and God will open the storehouses of blessing.”  Malachi is not speaking of God blessing 
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us for some spectacular gift, but for simply bringing in the tithe—the bare minimum that 

God’s people are to give back to him from what he has already given to them.  God has 

withheld blessing because of their disobedience.  Their sin has resulted in God keeping 

back what he would have given them in the first place. 

For Job, the restoration of the fortunes, which included the doubling of his livestock, 

and equal number of sons and daughters to the ones lost, not to mention the obvious 

restoration of reputation that followed the regaining of wealth and family was both 

grace and mercy to the man who maintained his integrity because he had a relationship 

with God. 

At this point it would be good to realize that the restoration of fortune, family and 

reputation does not eliminate the sense of loss that Job and his wife experienced.  His 

servants were still dead, his original flocks still gone, his children still grieved, and the 

scars reminded him of his boils and pain.  The sense of loss remained, but the new 

mercy and grace overshadowed the losses, even if it did not replace them. 

It is like when we look at a scar on our bodies.  The scar tells us 2 things.  First, that 

there has been an injury.  But second, that there has been healing.  And Job experiences 

that healing from the hand of God. 

4. I do think there is a fourth fruit of repentance here besides the renewed vertical 

relationship, the intercessory work, second blessing.  That is the restoration of the 

human relationships in v. 11.  His siblings seemingly came out of the woodwork, as 

did many others who knew him from before the “troubles”, and showed him 

sympathy and comfort that his three friends did not. 

I suppose that we could say that these relationships being restored is the same thing 

as the fortunes, except that they were not mentioned as part of the losses.  They had 

heard of the losses, most certainly.  But it is not until afterwards that they showed 

him sympathy, something that no one had showed him until after he repented.   

When we repent, when we return to that right relationship with God, other 

relationships can fall into place as well.  In the same way that David could not have 

taught sinners God’s ways apart from his repentance and restoration, nor could Peter 

strengthen others until his restoration following his return, neither can we have 

divinely-healed relationships apart from our repentance. 

That is not to say that no one can have a good interpersonal relationships with others 
unless they repent—not at all.  There is such a thing as common grace, otherwise there 
would be total chaos between us.  But a God-healed relationship, a God-restored 
relationship comes as a fruit of our repentance.  This is the essence of Proverbs 16.7:  
When a man's ways please the LORD, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with 
him.   

Healing is what we all desire.  We live in a fractured world, evidenced by viruses and 
diseases, failing social policies, broken relationships.  Sin has done that.  Our own sins 
continue to cause such problems. 

The only solution is to have the most important relationship healed first, for our sins 
have separated us from our God.  When we come to trust the finished work of Christ, 
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and keep on trusting it; when we turn from our sin in repentance, and continue to 
repent since we keep on sinning, only then will healing come. 

And neither our faith, nor our repentance comes from within us.  Both come to us by 
grace—it is God who by his Spirit brings us to trust Christ, and it is God alone who 
brings us to repentance.  And thus he calls us to continually return to him. 

At the end of this year, may that be our desire—to trust Christ, and to turn from our sins, 
that we may be healed.  


