
Essentials of Our Union With Christ, part 2 
In him we have redemption…. Ephesians 1.7 

 
I had a conversation this week with one of my students at NYSB who asked a follow-up 

question from this past term from the first portion of Isaiah.  Part of the answer was 

that God did a wonderful work in guiding the translation of the OT from Hebrew into 

Greek when he did, for it gave his people a vocabulary to understand and communicate 

the gospel.   

As a minority people, their original language was not known to many even within their 

community if they lived outside the land of Palestine at the time of Jesus’ birth and life.  

They would have read and spoken Greek, the common language of the day.  So to have a 

translation of the Scriptures in that common language was a great help not only for 

them, but for the spread of the gospel after the resurrection of Jesus. 

Yet God did not only give them a translation that they could read and understand so as 

to know him, he gave them—and us—historical situations to illustrate his saving work in 

Christ. 

As we look this morning into the work of the Son in what our union with him means to 

us in salvation, there are at least two historical situations in the OT that God gives to us 

to help understand what redemption means—the narratives of the Passover, and Ruth. 

Paul tells us that we have been blessed in Christ—he has spoken a good word for us in 

Christ—a eulogy:  chapter 1 & verse 7 tells us that in him we have the redemption.  But 

what does redemption mean? 

What often comes to mind is to purchase something with a coupon or Green Stamps or 

Plaid Stamps—remember those?  Save the stamps in a book, save the books of stamps 

and then go to the redemption center down town and get a coffee maker or some such 

item.  We also have used the expression for returning glass bottles back to a store to get 

the deposit back—we redeemed them.  Not unreasonable applications of the idea.  The 

biblical usage covers something similar: 

Lutron:  price of release, ransom 

Lutroo:  free by paying a ransom, set free, redeem, rescue 

Lutrosis:  ransoming, releasing, redemption 

Apolutrosis:  the buying of a slave, making him free;  “release from sin and 

finiteness that comes through Christ”; ransoming from something, redeeming 

from something. 

Apoluo:  set free, release, pardon from something 

Hence, the idea involves freedom that is paid for by someone.  We remember the idea of 

Naomi’s property being redeemed by Boaz in the book of Ruth. 
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The same idea is at the root of the Passover experience, when God redeemed the 

Hebrews from Egyptian slavery to bring them into the land promised to Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob.  Exodus 6.6:  Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I 

will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from 

slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 

judgment. 

Deuteronomy 7.8: …but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath 

that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand 

and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  

For Naomi’s property, it was a cash payment by Boaz.  For the Hebrews, it was a two-

fold payment:  It took the plagues, and in particular the tenth plague—death of the first 

born of every house of the Egyptians—to redeem the Hebrews.  But it also took the death 

of the Passover lamb to be the substitute in every Hebrew home.  Death was to occur in 

every house.  Either the death of the lamb, indicated by it’s blood on the doorposts and 

lintel, or the firstborn in the house.   

In Paul’s thought process, what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross is that same kind of 

redemptive work as a cash payment, or the death of the firstborn in Egypt.  It was a 

substitutionary exchange.  Thus, Paul tells us that the redemption that we have is 

through his blood. 

In Ruth the end result for Naomi was that her family’s property came back to her direct 

ownership.  The end result for the Hebrews was that they were liberated from slavery in 

Egypt, and set on a path to enter the land that was promised to them. 

What that means for us is found in the next portion of the verse:  the forgiveness of our 

trespasses:  redemption for us is the release from the consequences of our sins, our 

stepping over the line of God’s commandments.   

It means that the guilt and punishment that we deserve is paid for by death and 

resurrection of Jesus, in parallel to how God redeemed the Hebrews. 

A fair question comes to me at this point:  why would God bother to do this?   

In both the Passover and Ruth, the answer is grace.   

For God to make a promise to Abraham and his offspring was not required—it was God’s 

choice to choose them in the first place, and then to redeem them.  That redemptive 

work in the Passover was God’s gift to them, something that they could not pay for 

before, or pay back later.  He made a promise that he didn’t have to make, and he thus 

redeemed. 

But what about Boaz redeeming Naomi’s property, and thus providing Naomi with 

livelihood and security—why would Boaz do such a thing?   
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If you remember the narrative, there was a closer relative who initially agreed to make 

the purchase—until he was told that he would also have to marry Ruth, and raise up 

offspring on behalf of her first husband.  Thus this first relative chose to not redeem the 

field.  All that was involved would have harmed the inheritance for his own children.  

The cost was too high for him.   

But not for Boaz.  If he had any restrictions, it is not mentioned in the text.  He chose to 

redeem Naomi’s field, knowing the additional responsibility to marry Ruth and raise up 

offspring in another’s name.  He did it out of what we would now call grace—unmerited 

favor. 

What God did in the Passover was to lavish grace on his chosen people.  Not because 

they were worthy, but because they were his.  Boaz, humanly speaking, did the same 

thing.  He lavished grace on both Naomi and Ruth, simply because he was the willing 

relative who had the means, opportunity and desire to redeem freely. 

There is something else in each of these OT narratives that help us to understand what 

God was doing in the redemptive work of Christ. 

In the case of the Passover, that redemption from slavery did not simply get them out of 

Egypt, across the border and into the wilderness.  God’s long-range plan was to gather 

them to himself formally at the base of Mount Sinai and include them in the covenant 

formally as he did with their forefathers.  But he had now intention of leaving them at 

Sinai, but to bring them into the land of promise, to establish them there as his people in 

a unique relationship that would have even greater meaning later. 

In the case of Boaz, what he probably did not know was that he was an integral part of a 

much larger plan that would create not merely a lineage, a continuing family line.  God’s 

plan was to establish a dynasty that began with King David, and culminate with King 

Jesus—this is the point of the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 and Luke 3. 

Now as significant as those two long-range plans were, they are also illustrations of 

God’s long-range plan for the redemptive work of Christ.  Paul continues in vv. 8-10 of 

Ephesians 1: 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 

and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 

purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

What Paul is telling us is that the grace lavished on us in the redemption in Christ is part 

of a great cosmic plan being carried out.  The plans that developed from the Passover 

and from Boaz’ redeeming Naomi’s field are just pieces in the much larger puzzle that 

Paul calls the mystery of God’s will here in v. 9.   

It was a mystery, because it was hidden in the past, and is now revealed in Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  It is a purpose that God set forth in eternity, and brings to fruition in 

Christ, with the end goal of bringing all things back together in Christ. 
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And this starts with our being redeemed in Christ, receiving forgiveness of sins.  There 

can be no reconciliation with God apart from the problem of our sins being dealt with.  

We would still be enemies were it not for Christ purchasing us to freedom from slavery 

and death.  And our redemption is just the beginning of what God is doing in bringing 

all things back to unity as he made them in the first place. 

But can you believe that, in light of the conflicts we see in the world? 

The wars and rumors of wars; the political and social conflicts within our own country; 

the broken relationships that we ourselves have with others; the struggles that we have 

within ourselves. 

Can God really unite all things together? 

Absolutely.  It is a plan for the fullness of time.  We are in what is called the “already/not 

yet.”   

We already have the eternal election of the Father.  We already have the death and 

resurrection of Christ, that perfect redemption.  We have the down payment, the deposit 

of the Holy Spirit, the promise of this plan being carried out to perfection. 

Instead of looking to the troubles around us, God calls his people to look to what he has 

already done for us. 

Think again of the Passover experience.  The Hebrews saw the power of the first 9 

plagues; then they slaughtered their lambs, painted the blood, ate the meal, and left in 

haste.  They witnessed the 10th plague. 

But they get to the edge of the sea, with an army behind them, and they are terrorized.  

Moses simply told them Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD which 

he will work for you today (Exodus 14.13). 

He tells us to do the same thing today.  Fear not.  Stand firm.  See—look for—God’s 

salvation.  It is coming. 

Jesus’ redemptive work has secured it. 

 

 


