
Essentials of Our Union With Christ, part 3 
In him we have obtained an inheritance…. Ephesians 1.11 

 
What do you think heaven/the next life is like?  Harps, wings, white robes, sitting on 

clouds?  Singing ancient hymns, modern praise choruses, stuff in between?  Is that what 

you think your spiritual inheritance is? 

If that is all there is, I can understand why some folks are not impressed with the whole 

idea of salvation. 

Fortunately, there is much more than that. 

We are continuing our study of Ephesians 1, looking at the “In Christ” conditions that 

we Christian’s have based on the work of the Trinity.  We have looked at the work of the 

Father, vv. 3-6, 11; presently we are seeing  the work of the Son, vv. 7-12; next week we 

will touch on vv. 13-14, the work of the Spirit.     

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we 

who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1.11-

12). 

So what does that inheritance look like? 

The Future Inheritance 

We normally think of what comes after this life is over as our inheritance in Christ.  And 

if it is not a cloud, wings, a harp and halo, then what is there for us? 

I will mention 2 elements of the future inheritance of all believers. 

1. Eternal life.   

This is the traditional promise of what we receive from our heavenly Father.  And no 

wonder:  Jesus himself has promised this in Mark 10.30.   

Both Paul and John reinforce this for us: 

Romans 6.23:  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

1 John 2.25:  And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.   

Imagine life that does not end in death, decay and corruption.  But life that is better than 
we could imagine.  Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, neither has it entered into the 
heart of man what God has prepared for those who love him (1 Corinthians 2.9).   

Beyond imagination. 

Isn’t that why we try to create some image of what comes next?  That we will be reunited 
with loved ones, that we will have all of our best experiences in this life significantly 
enhanced in the next, that we will party for eternity, things like that?  I hear lots of 
different expectations. 
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But no matter what you think you will experience, it will be infinitely better, because not 
just your experience, but your imagination is too limited to consider what God has for 
you. 

But there is a second consideration: 

2. The Kingdom 

In the Lord’s Prayer the first petition is that his kingdom might come.  We pray that, yet 

perhaps forget that he is answering that prayer.  The kingdom of God is indeed coming.  

That’s what those kingdom parables in Matthew 13 and other passages are all about.  

They are there to create a thirst and an expectation for God to have the ultimate victory 

over all his enemies; and over all of ours. 

The kingdom theme occurs throughout both Old and New Testaments.  God is presented 

as the ultimate king who rules over all, and does so in righteousness.  His people 

experience peace and prosperity in his presence.  But not yet.  We still live in a troubled 

world—have you noticed?   

And so the message continues into the New Testament as Jesus proclaimed that the 

kingdom of God was at hand.  But not yet. 

And so Paul tells believers in Acts 14.22 that it is through many tribulations that we 

must enter the kingdom of God.  And Luke ends his historical account with Paul living 

in rented quarters in Rome proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

The good news is that Jesus himself has promised us the kingdom in Luke 12.29-32:   

And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried.  

For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows 

that you need them.  Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added 

to you.  Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.   

Do you remember the traditional ending to the Lord’s Prayer?  For ours is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory. 

The good news is that every time we pray that prayer, we remind ourselves of that great 

promise of God—the kingdom of God is our kingdom as well.  And it is coming! 

Yet a question nags at us:  Is our inheritance only for the distant—at least we hope 

distant—future?  Is it just an inheritance for after we die? 

Not at all.  For an inheritance is given to those who are alive. 
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The Present Inheritance 

Freedom from the guilt of sin 

In Christ we have received forgiveness because he paid the price that we owed by his 

own death.  When we think of an inheritance, we realize that for us to get that 

property—money, land, etc., we get it when someone dies and leaves it to us.  And so one 

of the first things that we receive is forgiveness of sins.  That forgiveness is not just that 

the punishment is taken away, but that the guilt is taken away—something different.   

Most of us are quite pleased when we avoid punishment for something we do wrong.  

But deep in the back of our minds is the nagging feeling that we are guilty of doing 

wrong.  I expect that our Enemy is tolerant of us receiving forgiveness of our sins—there 

is nothing he can do about it.  But the one thing that he still tries to do is convince us 

that we are really still guilty and deserve punishment.  He is trying to take away that 

part of our inheritance.   

He is a thief, and the more you are reminded, the better able you will be to hold on to 

that great intangible of your inheritance—there is no condemnation to those who are in 

Christ Jesus (Romans 8.1). 

Freedom from the fear of death 

There are a variety of fears that people have.  Speaking in public, heights, loud noises, 

having their pasts exposed; there seems to be no end of human fears. 

Fear keeps us captive—we are slaves to what we fear.  And there is one that is universal 

to all of mankind:  the fear of death.  We are afraid because of anticipated pain.  We are 

afraid of the transition, the process of dying.  And we are afraid because we really aren’t 

sure of what is on the other side. 

And then Jesus came, and left us with an inheritance that included a removal of the fear 

of death, through his own death: 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 

of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 

were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2.14-15) 

The enemy has lost his power over us in this.  We need to know this so that we do not 

give up the use of our inheritance by listening to him again. 

The Presence of God 

When we think of the victory over the fear of death, we need to remember that although 

is secured for us by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, that fear is experientially 

removed from us by our fellowship with God himself:  Even though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for YOU are with me. 
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It is the presence of God that pushes out the fear, a presence that we did not have before 

because our sins have separated us from our God.  But in Christ our sins are removed 

from us as far as east is from west, never to be returned to us again.   

The great divide is healed, the fear removed, because our presence with God has been 

restored. 

The Security, or Surety, of the Inheritance 

There is one event that is included in each of the synoptic gospels, the account of the 

rich young ruler coming to Jesus.  He is described slightly differently in each of the 

accounts, but his question, and Jesus’ answer is the same in each.  His question is, 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”   

The fundamental problem that I have with the question is that one does not have to do 

anything to inherit.  One simply has to be:  be a survivor of someone who is leaving 

property behind, and to be included in a legal document. 

In the case of our inheritance in Christ it is no different.  There is nothing that we do.  

We simply have to be—be survivors, and be included in his promises. 

We had an elderly relative who on those occasions when we were with her told us that 

she was going to remember us in her will.  Now I have been promised many things in the 

course of my life, and so I was just a bit skeptical of this remembrance, and put little 

hope of receiving anything.  Although she owned some land, she was rather poor, living 

in conditions that most of us would consider poor even a hundred years ago. 

A couple of years went by, and this relative died, and a couple of months later received a 

call from her attorney, as her will was being probated.  I must admit that my interest 

was raised at this point.  A few days later we received a copy of the will, and indeed, my 

sister and I were mentioned in the will.  We were remembered as her relatives.  Nothing 

more—no piece of land, no bank account.  But we were remembered. 

Is that what we have coming?  Just a remembrance in glory?  Is our place in the 

kingdom that small a thing that we are simply remembered as being part of it? 

Not at all.  There are at least 3 things that provide us with a certainty, a surety of our 

inheritance. 

I will only briefly mention the first thing, as it is the work of the Spirit which we will look 

at next week.  He is the guarantee of our inheritance.  The word that is used carries the 

idea of a down payment, or an earnest payment that is made as a promise of full 

payment to come. 

The second thing is that what God gives us cannot diminish over time. 

Peter tells us (1 Peter 1.4-5) that we have an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading, kept in heaven for you who by God's power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
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Bank accounts shrink; inflation takes it’s toll.  Even property loses it’s luster over time.  

Material objects wear out and break.  But we have received a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken (Hebrews 12.28)—unlike a political dynasty, it will never come to an end. 

We have eternal life that, by definition does not end. 

We have the victory over death, and thus victory over the fear of death. 

And we have the God who told us that he will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 

13.5). 

The third thing is given to us in v. 11:  we have already obtained an inheritance, having 

already been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things after the 

counsel of his will. 

Have you ever thought about what that means for us?  The inheritance is there waiting 

for us to receive it.  OK, we get that. 

But it is there because the Creator and Sustainer and Redeemer has predetermined that 

it would be ours.  This is not an inheritance that is subject to a judge’s review, a court 

challenge or a nullification because we did not meet the terms of the will. 

It is an inheritance that is secured by the reputation of the Sovereign God who works 

everything after the counsel of his will.  Your inheritance in Christ is secured by the 

word of the Creator, apart from whom nothing would either exist or remain. 

Your inheritance is as secure as your being chosen in Christ from before the foundation 

of the world.  Your inheritance is as secure as your being conformed to the image of 

Christ.  Your inheritance is as secure as your being adopted in Christ.  Your inheritance 

is as secure as your redemption in Christ’s blood and the forgiving of your sins for 

Christ’s sake. 

More secure is no one ever than the loved ones of the Savior… 


