
Essentials of Our Union With Christ, part 4 
…the guarantee of our inheritance…. Ephesians 1.14 

 
In him you also, having heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, also 

having believed in him, were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest 

(down payment) of our inheritance for the redemption of possession, for the praise of 

his glory. 

As we have been looking at these 14 verses, seeing the work of the Father and the work 

of the Son in salvation, we might raise a question in our hearts—we probably don’t voice 

it out loud:  What if we don’t hang in there?  Is it possible for me to lose my salvation?   

There are a number of passages that might raise that question.  Passages like Hebrews 6 

is one of those.  When we went through the book of Hebrews we dealt with that, showing 

that we need to be more careful with our translation and taking a passage in its context. 

I remember back in college many years ago talking with a fellow student from another 

evangelical tradition in our group in Grove City.  The question came up, “can you lose 

your salvation?”  and the other person took her KJV—pretty much all that we had back 

in those days—and as we turned to John 10, that passage about Jesus knowing his 

sheep, and his sheep are in his hand, she pointed out that no man can pluck you out of 

the Father’s hand.  Yet she observed that someone other than man can take you out—

Satan can take you out, God himself can throw you away.  Now if you take a newer 

translation, it will say “no one”, not ‘no man”.  In your KJV you will notice that the word 

“man” is in italics—which means that it is not part of the original text.  The translators 

made a judgment back in 1611 to try to make the passage flow better. 

So to come back to the question—can I lose my salvation, or can I keep up my side of the 

salvation?  Could I come to that place where I fall away, never to be retrieved? 

When we come to this part of our study, vv. 13-14, I think that we will find the answer, if 

we haven’t found it before. 

I have a friend from seminary days who was saved in a very charismatic church that 

taught that you could lose your salvation.  He went to college, then seminary and 

pastored a CMA church for a number of years, and at that point was beginning to come 

to the understanding through the study of Scripture that this salvation is not something 

of human origin, it is not ma’s work, but God’s—he has done the saving, all of it—he will 

bring you home.  The expression that my friend used for the time when you study the 

scriptures and come to certain conclusions based on those passages—those conclusions 

are “good and necessary consequences.”  If you know “this”, and “this” and “this”, then it 

will be necessary to come to yet another “this”. 

What Paul tells us, if we haven’t yet gotten what it means to be chosen in Christ, to be 

redeemed in Christ, for the glory of God, and know that God is the one who predestined 

us for ultimate completion of this salvation, the good and necessary consequence is that 

there is nothing that we could ever do that can “blow” what he has predestined.   

He has predestined that you would be conformed to the image of Christ.  He will carry 

that out.  I suppose that this is where the expression “come hell or high water” comes 
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into play, for the gates of hell cannot prevail against his attacks.  Remember in Isaiah 

where God says that the waters shall not overflow you?  That is exactly the case.  He 

keeps us, he secures us.  

And so when we come these 2 verses, after reading that the Father and Son have their 

parts in our salvation, we now see the part that the Holy Spirit plays in our salvation. 

When we consider the saving work of God in the Scriptures, we come to that 

understanding that all three persons of the Trinity are very much involved in that work.   

He reminds us that we heard the word of truth—the gospel, the good news of our 

salvation in Christ.  He reminds us that having heard the truth, we believed it—we 

trusted it.  He is telling us not only of God’s work in saving us in Christ, but our hearing 

and trusting that work. 

And then he tells us one more thing:  that having heard and believed, we were sealed 

with the Holy Spirit.  Note that he doesn’t say that the Spirit seals us, but that the Spirit 

is the seal. 

Normally when we think of sealing something, we might think of wrapping  up a bundle 

of hot dogs and seals the package so nothing leaks out.  That might be a modern 

understanding of “sealing”, but it is not what Paul has in mind. 

Another idea that we have in our modern world is a sticker that a lawyer puts on a 

document and then imprints that sticker with a pressure stamp that permanently shapes 

the paper with the sign of that attorney.  And this gets us a little closer to what Paul has 

in mind. 

It is best illustrated by remembering that books at that time were not bound as we have 

them today.  Individual pages of parchment would be prepared and then stitched 

together side by side, and then once written on, rolled up.   

If there was a special document that was to be kept safe, like a legal document, it would 

also would have hot wax dripped along the edge, thus sealing or binding the outer edge 

to the rest of the roll, keeping it closed.   

But one more thing would have happened with that special document.  The author’s 

mark, usually from his ring, would be pressed into the wax, so that everyone would 

know that it was the author or owner who sealed it, claiming it as his document.  It was 

closed up, and identified as his. 

So in Paul’s day, sealing did two things—it kept something closed, and it also left the 

mark of the owner. 

The Holy Spirit is that seal upon the believer—enclosing, and marking as God’s own 

possession. 

A reasonable question would be, how is a non-physical being supposed to be a visible 

seal, securing and identifying a believer in Jesus Christ? 

Jesus gave us several hints in the Gospel of John. 
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In John 3 he tells Nicodemus that unless someone is born of the Spirit, he cannot see or 

enter the Kingdom of God.  He uses the term “born from above” to describe that birth.  

Why a birth from above?  Paul will explain that further for us in Ephesians 2 when he 

describes our pre-conversion condition as dead in trespasses and sins.   

Dead people don’t do very much beyond decompose.  They cannot get up out of the 

coffin on their own, they can’t obey God, they can’t hear the truth of the gospel because 

their ears and brains cannot process the sound waves.  Nor can they believe the truth of 

the gospel.  They are dead.   

Spiritually speaking, that’s exactly what we were before the Spirit made us alive so that 

we could hear and believe. 

When Jesus told his disciples in the upper room after that Passover meal that he was 

leaving, he told them that the Father would send the Spirit to be with them forever.  

That promise that he made to them lays the foundation for the Spirit being the seal on 

the believer in Christ. 

The Spirit is the teacher (John 14.26) who bears witness of Jesus himself (John 15.26).  

He guides us into all truth and glorifies Jesus in his ministry (John 16.13-14).  He brings 

conviction of sin, and prods us in the direction of holiness, and conformity with the 

image of Christ. 

The work that the Spirit does in our lives is the evidence to us that we are indeed the 

recipients of God’s saving work. 

All that the Holy Spirit does for believers is his sealing ministry—he is God’s mark upon 

us, holding us together in Christ that we might not slip away.  This was David’s fear, 

after watching what Saul experienced because of his disobedience—the removal of God’s 

Spirit upon him.  So when David sinned, and later confessed in Psalm 51, he begs that 

the Spirit might not be removed from him. 

Just the opposite is what happens for believers—the Spirit is given to never be removed.  

That doesn’t mean that we don’t sin again.  If we were not to sin again, there would not 

be the commands to neither grieve nor quench the Spirit. 

When was the last time that your sin actually bothered you?  Before you were saved, you 

were probably bothered by getting caught, getting punished.  But did you actually grieve 

over the act itself? 

But the believer grieves over his sin, and desires to stop the action, not just avoid the 

punishment.  This is one of the marks that the apostle John highlights in his first letter 

near the end of the NT. 

Do you choose to be with, even to love believers in spite of the fact that they may be 

strange?  It is the work of the Spirit who has given us life who gives us the ability and 

desire to love other believers—again, one of John’s marks in his letter. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit as the seal on us is what Paul calls the earnest or 

guarantee of inheritance—it is the initial payment for something much greater to come—
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which Paul then states in the rest of v. 14:  the inheritance for the redemption of 

possession.  God did not send his Son to the cross to just pay the price for our sins, and 

in effect bring us back to a place of neutrality, so that we would be just like Adam. 

His saving work is to bring us all the way to himself, to redeem us to possess us so that 

we receive all the blessings that Christ himself receives.  Romans 8.15 expresses it this 

way:  You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, whereby we cry Abba!  Father!  The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 

heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ…. (Romans 8,15-17). 

He did not redeem us, take away the guilt and punishment of our sins, and then turn us 

loose, any more than he brought his people out of the slavery of Egypt to leave them to 

wander in the wilderness for centuries.  He redeemed them to bring them into the land 

of promise, and bless them. 

The redemption of Christ is much greater than the redemption of the first Passover.  His 

plan is to not only redeem, but to possess in such a way that we have true freedom.  I 

came that they may have life, and have it more abundantly (John 10.10). 

One more thing to notice.  Not only is the Spirit the seal on us marking us as belonging 

to Christ, having given us life so that we could hear and believe the gospel of salvation, 

and not only is he the seal on us that we might receive more than just forgiveness of sins 

and the elimination of the guilt of sin, and not only is the seal on us that we might have 

the assurance that there really is more to come. 

He does this for the praise of God’s glory. 

Salvation’s mighty work is not ours.  We are recipients.   

He chose us, we did not choose him. 

We were dead in trespasses and sins, and he made us alive by the work of the Spirit.   

He redeemed us from all iniquity by the death of Christ on the cross.   

He brought us to the place where we could hear and believe the truth.   

He gave us the seal of the Holy Spirit, the down payment on more to come, a greater 

inheritance. 

Is there any reason that God should not get all the glory, all the praise, all the honor for 

his great salvation? 

He promised to save us, to bring us home with fulness of joy.  The seal, the Holy Spirit, 

is the guarantee that he will do exactly that. 

  

 


