
Why Intercessory Prayer 
For this reason…. Ephesians 1.15 

 
When I started this sermon, it was with the idea that communion was to follow.  But 

then the promise of another snow storm, and it seemed prudent to switch to ZOOM for 

this morning.  Yet the sermon is still appropriate, as all of Scripture is timely, with or 

without snow! 

Quite often when I teach or preach on a biblical book, I lay historical groundwork for the 

book—who wrote it and when, and what the context is.  I didn’t start out Ephesians that 

way, not completely sure why, except that I planned on coming back to that context later 

on.  So here it is!  

Paul’s time with Ephesus in Acts 

• John’s disciples & results (Acts 19.1-7) 

• 3 months of teaching in the synagogue following Apollos; & results (Acts 19.8) 

• 2 years in the hall of Tyrannus & results (Acts 19.9-10) 

• Powerful events followed the ministry of the gospel—ask sons of Scevea and the 

magicians (Acts 19.11-20) 

• Riot after he left (Acts 19.21-41) 

• With the elders (Acts 20.17-38) 

With that much involvement—27 months at one time, then the meeting with the 

elders—there was certainly a sense of “ownership” or “investment”.  That’s a lot of time 

with one group of people in that 3rd missionary journey.  When there is a sense of 

ownership or investment in a person or group, one can become very possessive, and 

perhaps think too highly of the relationship.  “I’ve put all this effort into your education, 

etc., now you better perform.”  It could even affect how you pray for someone, as if you 

were the principle character in their life. 

It would be very easy for Paul to tell this church that he is praying for them because his 

time with them was so “expensive”, humanly speaking, that he has invested a lot in 

them, that he has warned them about the dangers that lay ahead of them.   

He could tell them that he is concerned that their welfare with God is important to him 

because of the labor he has expended for them in the gospel. 

It could even begin to sound pious. 

But it wouldn’t be. 

And fortunately, that is not why Paul prays for them.  

Why he prays for them is not because of his work with them, but because of God’s work 

with them, in them, for them. 



 
2 

For this reason….literally, Because of this (what he has described in vv. 3-14), after 

hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus and love for all the saints, I indeed do not stop 

giving thanks concerning you, making mention of you in my prayers….. 

Paul was very much aware that all the effort that he extended on their behalf was not 

what brought them salvation.   

Yes, he was God’s instrument, God’s means, but as he has recounted in the previous 

verses, their trusting in Christ was the work of the Trinity.  Paul does not have that 

possessive ownership.  God does. 

And thus the reason for Paul remembering them in his prayers.  They are not his, but 

the Lord’s, and thus Paul is responsible for those under his care, whether he is present 

with them, or absent from them. 

What Paul is demonstrating is the good stewardship of a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Like 

Peter, his commission is to feed the sheep, tend the lambs. 

So you might ask, what does that have to do with us, most of whom are not evangelists 

or church planters, just believers in Jesus? 

Have you ever thought of what it has taken to bring the gospel to you, and what God has 

done to bring you to himself? 

For some, it was simply a matter of birth, humanly speaking—who your parents were, 

who your friends were, what church you went to.  Hearing the gospel was normal.  But 

that is not the case for everyone.  Far from it. 

For many it has been nothing short of miraculous that you were exposed to the good 

news at that particular point in your life.  It was clearly a “God thing.” 

But more than having the gospel available, what did it take for you to understand and 

believe it?   

Talk about a miracle!   

It was the work of the Father in his choosing you and predestining you to the adoption 

as a son.  It was the work of the Son redeeming you and forgiving your sins by taking the 

punishment that you deserved.  It was the work of the Spirit as the seal upon you, 

binding you to God, placing his mark on you. 

Paul knew that about the people in Ephesus.  God’s work was miraculous, as well as 

gracious, that these Jews and gentiles would hear, repent and believe. 

Some had a foundation in the Law and Prophets—but that did not make trusting Christ 

easy for them—but it was a foundation.  For others, they lacked any biblical 

foundation—this gospel was really foreign.  So Paul had to lay it out for them. 

And because of what he knows of the work of the Trinity, now he thanks God for them. 

Do you thank God for the other believers you know?  Do you know their “story” of how 

they were brought to the Cross, of what a miracle their salvation is? 
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Can you thank God for them experiencing his great redemptive work? 

More than thanking God for their faith in Christ, do you see that Paul also thanks God 

for their demonstration of their salvation in their love for other believers?  That is God’s 

work as well. 

As Paul’s contemporary James tells us, faith without works is dead—essentially non-

existent.    

I for one rejoice in what I have seen and heard within this small congregation, of several 

of you reaching out to one another when you hear of the needs.  That is a demonstration 

of the gospel in your life. 

And so with Paul, I thank God for your faith in the Lord Jesus and for the ways that you 

demonstrate that faith in your love and care for others, many of whom you have not 

seen. 

 May you continue to trust Him, and love one another!  


