
The “What” of Intercessory Prayer, part 2 
…so that you may know what is…. Ephesians 1.18, 19 

 
Have you ever had a tool or other object that you used one way—all the time—and then 

realized that it could be used for more than just that one thing? 

For those of us with cell phones, you know what I mean.  A “smart phone” is more than 

just a tool to speak to someone with. 

You can send text messages to someone else with one.  You can send emails.  You can 

download audio books & music to listen to.  You can get regular books and other 

documents to read.  You can contact other electronic devices to turn on lights, lock 

doors—all kinds of things. 

You can even waste an enormous amount of time researching trivial things that come up 

in conversation.  

All that with a cell phone.  Who would have thought such things to be possible? 

Of course, when you first get one, you are probably only concerned with just being able 

to talk to someone that isn’t physically close to you.  It’s later on that you talk with 

someone, and discover new things to do with this little magical tool. 

For many people, when you mention Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, the initial thought 

is that Jesus has died on the cross to save people from eternal torment.  In time we come 

to understand that the saving work is what all three Persons of the Trinity are 

accomplishing for us.  That is what Paul is summarizing in Ephesians chapter 1, verses 

3-14. 

It is good for us to come to that necessary understanding—that Father, Son and Spirit 

are involved in the saving of sinners, even though the Son is the one who died on the 

cross, and was raised for us.  That is why Paul tells us of their involvement. 

But in telling us that, he has moved on to tell us that there is not only more to salvation 

than just the work of the Son, but there is more to salvation than just forgiveness of sins 

on Judgment Day. 

He wants the eyes of our hearts to be open to 3 things.  We looked at the first one last 

week, the hope, the expectation, of the calling of God on your life.   

God’s intention for you is to understand the extent of God’s call for us, and that this 

power is displayed so that we could have communion with God in the present as well as 

the future, that the end goal of salvation is our becoming like Jesus himself, and that 

there is nothing that will stand in the way of God completing the process that we call 

sanctification. 

And when all is said and done, when we finally get home, God will get the glory, the 

praise, the adoration for it.  All of him, not of us. 

That’s the first thing. 
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The second thing is that we would know deeply the wealth of the glory of his 

inheritance in the saints.  The way that Paul expresses this allows us to look at this 

inheritance from two directions. 

The first direction is the one that easily comes to us—the inheritance that we receive 

because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

What comes to us is more than just forgiveness—even though that would be enough—it 

is a wonderful gift, a grace that we do not deserve. 

But there is more.   

He gives us the grace of welcome into relationship with him.  When we extend 

forgiveness to someone who has sinned against us, it may be that in our heart we would 

rather not ever see that person again.   

“Yes, I forgive you, now go away and leave me alone.” 

But God’s forgiveness isn’t like that.  He forgives so that we might begin that 

relationship, not move away from it or held at arm’s length.  This is the problem with 

the “forgiveness” that David extended to his son Absalom after that son avenged the 

rape of his sister (2 Samuel 14).  Absalom was allowed to return from exile, but not to 

come to David.  It was more of a house arrest than restoration, legal pardon more than 

forgiveness.  It lacked the personal relationship between father and son. 

Not so with the inheritance that we have.   

God’s plan includes his establishing a close relationship with those he saves, not arm’s 

length legal pardon.  It is a welcome home of the father to the prodigal son in Luke 15.  

He didn’t come back as a field slave, which would have been more than he deserved.  He 

was welcomed back as a son.  Talk about a true adoption! 

In that parable there is something else that Jesus speaks of.  When the son comes home, 

he is cleaned up, given the best robe, sandals for his feet, ring for his finger.  The son 

undergoes something of a transformation before the other servants.   

And that is what God does for us.  He gives us the grace of personal transformation—we 

call that sanctification, the life-long process in which we become increasingly more 

conformed to the image of Jesus Christ himself. 

That comes to us because we are fundamentally different from what we were before the 

saving work of Jesus was applied to us.  God gives us the grace of a new identity and new 

potential.  

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature/creation.  The old has passed away; 

behold the new has come (1 Corinthians 5.18).   

The radical transformation is more than just a new robe, sandals & ring.  It is on the 

inside.  And Paul will speak of this again later with the third thing he wants our heart to 

understand in v. 19. 
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Could there be more?  Indeed.  Just like more things a cell phone can do, there is more 

in this inheritance.  He gives us the grace of a glorious and fully secured destiny.  True, 

he changes our destination at the end of this life from hell to heaven, from 

condemnation to commendation—Good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your 

master! (Matthew 25.21, 23)   

Good and faithful—not on our own, but with the grace of personal transformation, we 

become faithful, because our Savior is faithful to us, first and foremost.  Even with our 

failings, he makes up the difference. 

Yes, it is true, he offers us grace upon grace!  Our inheritance is rich in mercy, rich in 

grace, rich in love, rich in power, rich in goodness and forbearance, rich in glory. 

This is an inheritance that has been purchased for us by the death of our Savior, and 

secured by his resurrection.  No court can deny it or negate it. 

Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man 

what God has prepared for those who love him. 

The second direction of the idea of inheritance—the other side of the coin, so to 

speak—may not come as easily for us, but Paul’s language here implies it.  And that is 

the inheritance, the prize if you will, that Jesus himself receives because of his death and 

resurrection.  It is the inheritance of the church.  His church.  Purchased with his own 

blood. 

An early hint of this is found in Psalm 2.8 where the LORD speaks to his Son this 
promise:  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the 
earth your possession.   

The same idea is conveyed in Isaiah 53.12:  Therefore I will divide him a portion with 

the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul 

to death and was numbered with the transgressors, yet he bore the sin of many, and 

makes intercession for the transgressors. 

The Conqueror wins the prize, the reward, the inheritance.  Paul expresses it this way 

later in Ephesians 4.8:  When he ascended on high, he lead a host of captives, and he 

gave gifts to men.  Literally, in his ascending on high the conqueror leads captivity itself 

captive!  All those who have been held captive in sin, trapped by the fear of death, are 

now led out, freed from sin and death, granted life and liberty in Christ—and these are 

his inheritance.   

Paul expressed it this way in Colossians 1.13-14:  He has delivered us from the domain 
of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Former slaves to the Adversary are now citizens of 
the heavenly kingdom. 

Can you see the preview of this in the Exodus experience?  Hebrews held captive and 

abused for hundreds of years, now led forth from slavery through the wilderness to their 

promised possession in Canaan.  And the prize winner is…not just the liberated slaves, 
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but God himself who wins the glory for saving his people.  How much more glory for the 

King of Kings who by his death and resurrection has captured captivity itself, thus to 

liberate the slaves to sin and death and make them his own! 

How glorious is this inheritance, this gathering of the redeemed, now his church!  And 

what an inheritance:  by being Christ’s inheritance from the Father, we also receive our 

inheritance, all that he has secured for us. 

For those of you with a smart phone, in time you will find more things to do with it.  

More than just talk with friends, you will text, play music, listen to the radio, read books, 

take pictures, waste time looking up stuff, even record sermons in church.  And maybe 

more. 

Yet all of that pales in comparison to the wealth of your inheritance in Christ, and your 

being part of his inheritance. 

One day, every knee shall bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.  One day the words of Psalm 86.9 will be fulfilled:  All the 

nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify 

your name. 

Be encouraged, you who are in Christ.  You have a rich inheritance.   

Be encouraged, believer.  You are part of Christ’s inheritance as well.   

For the glory of God. 

 


