
Liberty Corner Bible Church   

Worship at a Distance                               April 19, 2020 

Prelude         I Will Wait For You 

  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KE0Vu5oxbes&list=RDhxOApooUSFI&index=9)  

Call to Worship         Revelation 4.8 

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty—who was, and is, and is to come! 

Prayer 

Holy, Holy, Holy    (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=277) 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!   
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!   
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,  
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea, 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Reginald Heber, 1826    Nicea, John B Sykes, 1861 

God, My King, Thy Might Confessing  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=217) 

God, my King, thy might confessing, ever will I bless thy name; 
Day by day thy throne addressing, still will I thy praise proclaim. 

Honor great our God befitteth; who his majesty can reach? 
Age to age his work transmitteth; age to age his pow'r shall teach. 

Full of kindness and compassion, slow to anger, vast in love, 
God is good to all creation; all his works his goodness prove. 

All thy works, O Lord, shall bless thee; thee shall all thy saints adore.  
King supreme shall they confess thee, and proclaim thy sovereign pow'r. 

  Richard Mant, 1824   Stuttgart, Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715 

Announcements 

Prayer Needs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KE0Vu5oxbes&list=RDhxOApooUSFI&index=9
https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=277
https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=217
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Reinhard Fabiunke  Bruno & Iris Schwaigert  Those affected by COVID-19 

John Carpinski, feeding the homeless   

Pastoral Prayer 

Scripture Reading          Job 1 

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  2There were born to him seven sons 
and three daughters.  3He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 
female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of 
the east.  4His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they 
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  5And when the days of the 
feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all.  For Job said, "It may 
be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts."  Thus Job did continually.  

6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them.  7The LORD said to Satan, "From where have you come?" Satan 
answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and 
down on it."  8And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from 
evil?"  9Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for no reason?  10Have 
you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  You have 
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  11But stretch out 
your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face."  12And the LORD said 
to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your 
hand."  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.  

13Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother's house, 14and there came a messenger to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing 
and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and 
struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you."  
16While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, "The fire of God fell from heaven 
and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell 
you."  17While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, "The Chaldeans formed three 
groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the 
edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you."  18While he was yet speaking, there 
came another and said, "Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest 
brother's house, 19and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I alone have 
escaped to tell you."  

20Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped.  
21And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD 
gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD."  

22In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 
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Sermon          A Man of Good Character….. 

…a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil.  

Job 1.8 

As we begin our study of the book of Job, I thought it a good idea to take this morning’s sermon 

to open up a little bit about the person who seems to be the primary character.  Having said 

that, I realize that although Job is the primary character, the book really isn’t about him at all.  

It’s about something, Someone much greater.  And as we work our way through, I think you 

will understand why I say that. 

So, what kind of a man is Job?   

Most of the time we focus on his extensive wealth:  7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of 

oxen, 500 female donkeys.  What is not stated is that for him to have that much livestock, he 

must have had servants, availability of pasture land, and monetary wealth.  And besides all 

that, he has 10 adult children, who are living independently, yet still get along and socialize 

together. 

But Job, like us, is more than possessions. 

The opinion of the author (1.1) and God (1.8):  blameless, upright, fears God, turns away from 

evil. So what does that mean? 

Blameless:  A character defined by integrity when measured by human standards. 

Upright:  A term that describes people who behave according to God’s expectations; 

like kings who are faithful to the LORD.  God himself is described as upright 

(Deuteronomy 32.4), and he made man upright (Ecclesiastes 7.29) 

Fears God:  that means he takes God seriously, probably meaning ethically and 

morally conscious. 

This is probably as good a place as any to observe something about Job the man, 

and Job the book.  Job the man is not an Israelite.  There are several  hints for 

this:  There is also no mention of the Law, the covenant or the temple or 

tabernacle.  Further, in the first chapter we see that he acts as the family priest of 

sorts, not unlike Melchizedek in Genesis 14.    

Job lives at a time before Israel existed as a nation, perhaps a contemporary of 

Abraham.  He lives in a part of the world that is not in the territory the promised 

land, but somewhere east of it, and west of Ur of Chaldees, which was Abraham’s 

home.  Of Job’s 3 friends who show up at the end of chapter 2, we identify only 

one geographical location:  Eliphaz was from Teman, a well-known location in 

what would be Edom at that time. 

Although Job is not an Israelite, the book of Job clearly is a text for the Hebrew 

people. 

Returning to Job’s character description, both the narrator and God state that he 

Turns away from evil:  he make conscious choices to not do what is known to be 

wrong, which is a rather broad category.  He not only turns away from evil 

himself, but he proactively offers sacrifices on behalf of his adult children in the 

event that they might have cursed God in their hearts. 
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Following the loss of his wealth and children he grieves—tore his robe & shaved his head.  And 

here  we see something else about his character:  He falls to the ground and bowed down—most 

of our translations say “worship”  Instead of cursing, he is in essence blessing God.  In all that 

he has lost he did not sin, nor did he ascribe any wrong-doing to God.  God gave him all that he 

had, God took it away.  Blessed be the Name of the LORD. 

That is quite a character resumé.  Yet later in the book he tells his 3 friends (and us) a few more 

things about his character that is deeper than just what can be orchestrated for the crowd:    

Generosity to the poor, blind, lame and needy, 29.12-17; 31.16-21, 32 

Avoided lust, 31.1:  a covenant with his eyes 

Avoided deceit, 31.5-7 

Avoided adultery, 31.9 

Avoided injustice, 31.13 

Not trusted in riches, 31.24-27—although he must have a lot. 

Not rejoiced in evil overtaking others, 31.29 

Not concealed his sins, 31.33-34 

Not abused even the land, 31.38-39—he is a good steward of all that God has given him. 

It is not just in this book that we find Job mentioned as being unique.  James (5.11) selects Job 

as being the model of steadfast endurance or perseverance.  And during the captivity period, 

the prophet Ezekiel ascribed to Job the description of being righteous (14.14-20) like Noah and 

Daniel—these three being uniquely righteous or upright before God. 

So why is his character such an important thing? 

For the book itself, it sets Job apart from most of the rest of the world as a righteous, godly 

man even before the Law was given at Sinai.  He demonstrates what a knowledge of God was 

like before all the specific commandments that we know now. 

Secondly, some might say that Job is a model for us now, at least as he is in the first and second 

chapters, before his 3 friends come, and the troubles start.  And I suppose that is true.  There 

are specifics in Job’s life and character that we should emulate. 

But I think that Job’s character description tells us one thing more.  And for this we should 

turn to those passages in Ezekiel. 

14.12And the word of the LORD came to me: 13"Son of man, when a land sins against me 
by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out my hand against it and break its supply of bread 
and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man and beast, 14even if these three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver but their own lives by their 
righteousness, declares the Lord GOD.  

19”Or if I send a pestilence into that land and pour out my wrath upon it with blood, to 
cut off from it man and beast, 20even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither son nor daughter.  They would 
deliver but their own lives by their righteousness. 
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There is a distinct limitation to what an individual’s righteousness can do.  In the extreme case 
of Noah, Daniel & Job, as good as they were, they would be unable to rescue even a family 
member from a city doomed to destruction. 

Job’s sacrifices for his sons and daughters would have no effectiveness. 

And that raises the question about what I hear often:  God will take me to heaven because I am 
good enough. 

Ezekiel says, “No, he won’t.  You aren’t righteous like Noah who built an ark.  You aren’t like 
Daniel who demonstrated great faith in his rolls in the Babylonian and Persian governments.  
Nor are you a Job, with his character references.” 

There is none righteous, no not one, who can save himself in that great day. 

But the good news is that there is Someone who exceeds the righteousness of Job.  He has all 
the credentials of Job, and more.  He has perfect righteousness.  He has never sinned. 

And unlike Job, when he offered a sacrifice, it never has to be repeated ever again.  It is 
finished, once for all. 

To model Job’s character and example is good—very good. 

But not good enough. 

You need a Savior, that Redeemer that Job and Elihu will later speak of later in this very book. 

You need that Savior to deliver you from the judgment to come. 

You need that Lord and Master to follow through the storms of this life.  What we are going 
through now may be difficult, may be fearful.  The future is unknown to us. 

But not to him.  For he is the same Sovereign Lord that Job knew and worshiped, even when he 
lost seemingly everything. 

Turn to him now in confession, repentance and faith.   

Prayer 

He Leadeth Me  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=264) 

He leadeth me: O blessed thought!  O words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 
Whate'er I do, where'er I be, still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; by his own hand he leadeth me: 
His faithful foll'wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom, 
By waters calm, o'er troubled sea, still 'tis his hand that leadeth me. 

Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine; 
Content, whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God that leadeth me. 

And when my task on earth is done, when, by thy grace, the vict'ry's won, 
E'en death's cold wave I will not flee,  since God through Jordan leadeth me. 

 Joseph H Gilmore, 1862    William B Bradbury, 1864 
  

https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=264
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Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=609) 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks, and sing: 
Your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King. 

 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

 
Bright youth and snow-crowned age, strong men and maidens meek, 
Raise high your free, exulting song, God's wondrous praises speak. 

With all the angel choirs, with all the saints on earth, 
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, noblest mirth! 

Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe. 

At last the march shall end, the wearied ones shall rest, 
The pilgrims find their Father's house, Jerusalem the blest. 

Then on, ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your glorious banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King. 

Edward H Plumptre, 1865   Arthur H Messiter, 1885 

Benediction 

Postlude    Amazing Grace (My Chains Fell Off) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6Mtpk4jeVA&list=RDX6Mtpk4jeVA&start_radio=1&t=
0  

https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=609
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6Mtpk4jeVA&list=RDX6Mtpk4jeVA&start_radio=1&t=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6Mtpk4jeVA&list=RDX6Mtpk4jeVA&start_radio=1&t=0

