
Liberty Corner Bible Church   

Worship at a Distance                               April 26, 2020 

Call to Worship          

To God Be The Glory  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=766) 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!   
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  
And opened the life gate that we may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!  
To ev'ry believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes,  
That moment from Jesus forgiveness receives. 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,  
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;  

But purer, and higher, and greater will be  
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

Fanny Crosby, 1875      William H Doane, 1875 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=5) 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing 
Our Helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe 
His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate 

On earth is not his equal 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He 
The Lord of hosts His name, from age to age the same 

And He must win the battle 

And though this world with devils filled should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure 

One little word shall fell him      

That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also 
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still 

His kingdom is forever 

  Martin Luther, 1529 

https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=766
https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=5
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Announcements 

Prayer Needs 

Reinhard Fabiunke  Bruno & Iris Schwaigert  Those affected by COVID-19 

John Carpinski, feeding the homeless   

Pastoral Prayer 

Scripture Reading        Job 1.1 – 2.10 

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  2There were born to him seven sons 
and three daughters.  3He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 
female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of 
the east.  4His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they 
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  5And when the days of the 
feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all.  For Job said, "It may be 
that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts."  Thus Job did continually.  

6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
the adversary also came among them.  7The LORD said to the adversary, "From where have you 
come?"  The adversary answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking up and down on it."  8And the LORD said to the adversary, "Have you considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who 
fears God and turns away from evil?"  9Then the adversary answered the LORD and said, "Does 
Job fear God for no reason?  10Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that 
he has, on every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land.  11But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse 
you to your face."  12And the LORD said to the adversary, "Behold, all that he has is in your 
hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand."  So the adversary went out from the 
presence of the LORD.  

13Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother's house, 14and there came a messenger to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing 
and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and 
struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you."  
16While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, "The fire of God fell from heaven and 
burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell 
you."  17While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, "The Chaldeans formed three 
groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the 
edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you."  18While he was yet speaking, there 
came another and said, "Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest 
brother's house, 19and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I alone have 
escaped to tell you."  

20Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped.  
21And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD 
gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD."  

22In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 
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2.1Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and the adversary also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  2And the LORD 
said to the adversary, "From where have you come?"  The adversary answered the LORD and 
said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it."  3And the 
LORD said to the adversary, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?  He still 
holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason."  
4Then the adversary answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin!  All that a man has he will 
give for his life.  5But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
you to your face."  6And the LORD said to the adversary, "Behold, he is in your hand; only spare 
his life."  

7So the adversary went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  8And he took a piece of broken pottery with 
which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.  

9Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity?  Curse God and die."  10But he 
said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women would speak.  Shall we receive good from 
God, and shall we not receive evil?"  In all this Job did not sin with his lips.  

Sermon           He’s Not on Your Side 

…the adversary also came….  

Job 1.6 

Have you ever noticed that not everyone has your best interests at heart?  I’m sure you have!  As 
a matter of fact, most of us are looking out for our own interests, and are concerned with others 
after we get our own needs and wants fulfilled.  Pure altruism is not often found amongst us. 

The second character of the book of Job is a lesser character than Job, although he is more 
powerful.  He only shows up in 2 chapters, yet, without him, we would not have the book.  As a 
matter of fact, without him, we would not have a lot of things that we would rather not have at 
all! 

He goes by several names and descriptions.  Our first encounter with him is in Genesis 3, where 
he is represented as the serpent.  He is depicted as a dragon in Revelation 12, yet disguises 
himself as an angel of light in 2 Corinthians 11.14.  He is the tempter of Jesus in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4, Luke 4), and prowls like a lion in search of prey (1 Peter 5.8). 

In the book of Job, he apparently has been prowling over the earth, looking for someone to 
destroy.  Most of our translations give him the name “Satan”, but that is really a title or 
description rather than a name.  That description is “adversary”. 

As the adversary, he does one of the things that he does best:  accuse people.  He’s not particular 
who he accuses, as long as he can spread misery and rebellion, he is content.  And as he accuses 
Job, he is seeking to do both of those things. 

Misery, because in the end what he wants to do is create rebellion against the God of the 
universe.  And that is what is going on in Job.   

When we think about it, we realize that the adversary is not really against Job ultimately, but 
secondarily.  Job’s suffering is the means to the adversary’s end:  rebellion against God.  Let’s 
take a look at the passages in chapters 1 & 2 that he presents himself and his platform. 

1.6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and the adversary also came among them.  7The LORD said to the adversary, 
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"From where have you come?"  The adversary answered the LORD and said, "From 
going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it."  8And the LORD 
said to the adversary, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?"  
9Then the adversary answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for no reason?  
10Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every 
side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the 
land.  11But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to 
your face."  12And the LORD said to the adversary, "Behold, all that he has is in your 
hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand."  So the adversary went out from 
the presence of the LORD.  

I don’t think it to be a stretch for us to assume that the adversary’s wandering the earth was just 
a passive walk in the park, but actually a hunting trip to cause trouble.  It is just what he does.  
And so as he presents himself before the Creator of the Universe, it is as though he is crashing a 
board meeting—he’s not one of the invited guests. 

The adversary does not bring up Job, God does.  And he does so in the context of someone who 
is unique.  He is blameless, upright, fears God and turns away from evil.  The adversary’s 
response is that the only reason that Job does what he does is because offered Job divine 
protection and blessing.  Take those things away, and Job will be like anyone else who has been 
harmed by loss:  he will lash out and curse God.  The adversary’s claim is that the only reason 
that God is worshipped is because he gives people stuff.  Take away the stuff, the worship and 
righteous behavior stop.  And rebellion begins. 

Job becomes the adversary’s target because he does not believe that anyone could live rightly 
and worship God purely just because living rightly and worshipping purely is the thing to do.   

In the philosophical world we call Job’s behavior disinterested righteousness.  He isn’t righteous 
to get something, he is simply righteous because he is righteous. 

And the adversary doesn’t buy it.   

So he makes the accusation:  stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse 
you to your face.  Take away his stuff and the superficial righteousness ends. 

God knows Job better than that.  He knows that Job’s character is true.  And so he opens the 
door:  Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.   

The adversary leaves.  And Job loses his income and children.  But not himself:  "Naked I came 
from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the LORD."  In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrong. 

The accuser has been proven wrong.  So far.  But he is not finished.  He comes around again: 

2.1Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and the adversary also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  
2And the LORD said to the adversary, "From where have you come?"  The adversary 
answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking 
up and down on it."  3And the LORD said to the adversary, "Have you considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who 
fears God and turns away from evil?  He still holds fast his integrity, although you 
incited me against him to destroy him without reason." 
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It would appear that Job has done just as God anticipated (are we surprised?!?!?), and the 
adversary is a loser. 

But he calls for a second chance. 

"Skin for skin!  All that a man has he will give for his life.  5But stretch out your hand 
and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face." 

“Touch” is quite a euphemism.  “Strike” would be a better term for what the adversary has in 
mind for Job. 

But God knows his people better than the adversary.   

"Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life."   Bring him to the edge, but don’t push 
him over. 

I suspect that you all know what happens next.  Job is stricken with sores all over his body—
“from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.” 

The pain must have been excruciating.  No way to get comfortable in any position.  And  what 
follows might be seen as a fatal blow: 

9Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity?  Curse God and die."   

An interesting aside here.  In chapter 1.5 & 11, and here in 2.9, the word that is universally 
translated “curse” is actually the word “bless”.  The translators apparently think that the 
narrator, Job and his wife all use the word with a sense of irony or sarcasm.  It is possible that 
what she is saying to him is “Hold fast to your integrity—bless God, and die.” 

Unfortunately the Hebrew could be translated either way using basic grammatical rules.  Maybe 
she believes that if Job has none of the benefits of righteous living, his life has no value, and 
thus should end—unfortunately, many in our day and age think this way.  Perhaps she is more 
sympathetic than that—“You have suffered enough.  It’s OK to let go and end it all.”  Maybe it’s 
worst than that.  She has also lost the wealth and the children—children she bore and raised.  
Now her husband is in agony.  Enough!  End the suffering! 

But note Job’s response to her: 

"You speak as one of the foolish women would speak.  Shall we receive good from God, 
and shall we not receive evil?"  

His response seems to imply that yes, he is holding to the integrity that he is know for 
throughout the universe, and no, he will not curse the God of heaven and earth and allow this 
God to strike him dead.  That would be, in a word, foolish. 

Job understands the source of everything:  God.  He gives, he takes away.  Blessed be his name.  
He gives us good things, good situations, good gifts.  Should we not expect evil in this world as 
well?  It all comes from God’s hand. 

And the concluding statement is this:  In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

And so the story might end, with Job sitting in a pile of ashes with a piece of broken pottery 
scraping the pus-filled boils to find a moment of relief. 

But it doesn’t. 

If you have read ahead, or remember the essence of what comes next, you know that the 
adversary doesn’t come back for a third round.  He appears to be beaten, for Job maintains his 
integrity; he does not curse God.   
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But we are not done—not by a long shot. 

It is to be noted, for those of you who are sports fans, that the most worthless piece of 
information about a game is the score at half-time.  The game is not over—far from it.  There is a 
lot of time for a change in that score. 

What the adversary has started with his first two attacks against both Job and God, plays out in 
the rest of the book.  And in the coming weeks, we will open up the real trouble that is brewing. 

But for us this morning, what are we to gain from this understanding of the adversary in Job? 

First, we need to remember that for our adversary, we are but value-less pawns to be 
manipulated to revolt against God.  He is not on your side.  If you have read C S Lewis’ 
Screwtape Letters, you know what I mean.  If you haven’t read it, you are missing one of the 
most valuable insights into spiritual warfare outside of the Bible itself. 

Although Job is receiving the attacks, the adversary is trying to destroy God’s work and God’s 
world.  By getting Job to turn on God, he would be showing God that not only is there no 
remaining righteousness in his formerly perfect world, but that there is no loyalty for the sake of 
loyalty.  Everything is quid pro quo.  Even the best of God’s people will only obey to get stuff.  
Take the blessings away, and there go the followers.  He is not merely our adversary, but 
ultimately and primarily, God’s. 

Second, we need to realize that what we have just read about the adversary and God in the 
throne room of the universe is hidden from Job, his wife, his friends.  And, except for these 2 
chapters, hidden from us as well. 

The best that we can do—the best that Job, Mrs. Job and his friends can do—is stumble around 
with the information that we have at hand.  We do not, and cannot see the whole picture of 
what is going on.  Which leads us to a third point: 

Third, Job provides an example not only of good character—as good as humanly possible after 
Genesis 3—but of faith, of trust.  Job can only see what he had and what he has had taken away 
from him:  his wealth, his children and his health.  Where he sits now, he has no reason to think 
that any of that will be restored.   

So why not curse God?  Because he knows from natural revelation something of the character of 
God—that he is good—the epitome of good; he is righteous, the very definition of righteousness.  
He knows that the God who is the perfection of goodness and righteousness will not destroy any 
of his creatures, the work of his hands, those creatures who are his very image-bearers, for no 
reason.  The tradition about the book of Job is that it is set around the time of Abraham—after 
the flood.  Job understands justice and the punishment of sin.  But he also knows the goodness 
and kindness of the Creator, and he trusts it without understanding all that is going on 
elsewhere. 

There are 2 more things for us to gain from a NT perspective. 

Fourth, as we see in Job, he will not give us more than we can handle:   

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10.13) 

Our troubles may be hard—and unlike Job, we may even have them coming to us as natural 
consequences for our sins.  But nothing comes the Christian’s way that will crush us. 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8.28, NAS) 
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Fifth, when the adversary accuses us, he probably has the right ammunition.  We are still 
sinners.  And he accuses us before the Father in similar fashion to how he accused Job.  In Job’s 
case he was wrong.  In our case, he probably is correct, more than we want to admit.  But if we 
are in Christ, we have an advantage that Job did not.  We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ.   

When he died on the cross and rose from the dead, he did it for us.  He didn’t die for righteous 
people, he died for sinners.  When he rose from the dead to secure eternal salvation, he didn’t 
do it for good people.  There aren’t any.  He did it for sinners. 

If you are finding yourself in the adversary’s cross-hairs, remember the words of Jesus to Peter 
before Peter denied him: 

Simon, Simon, the adversary demanded to have you, that he would sift you like wheat.  
But I have prayed for you, that you faith may not fail.  And when you have turned 
again, strengthen your brothers. (Luke 22.31-32) 

Yes, we have an adversary who is out to break us and cause havoc in God’s universe.  But 
infinitely stronger and wiser than the adversary is our Advocate who prayed for Peter, and 
intercedes for us (Romans 8.34). 

 

Passages to reflect on further: 

• 1 Chronicles 21.1 (it is interesting to compare with 2 Samuel 24.1) 

• Zechariah 3.1 (follow through the chapter) 

• Luke 4.1-13  

 

Prayer 

It Is Well With My Soul  (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=348) 

When peace like a river attendeth my way; when sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,  “It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

It is well … with my soul 
It is well, it is well with my soul 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control: 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate and has shed His own blood for my soul. 

My sin—O the bliss of this glorious thought!—my sin, not in part, but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more! Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend! Even so, it is well with my soul 

Horatio G Spafford, 1873    Philip P Bliss, 1876 

  

https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=348
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Be Still My Soul    (https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=69) 

Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side;  
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

leave to thy God to order and provide;  
in every change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul, thy best, thy heavenly friend  
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul, thy God doth undertake  
to guide the future as he has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;  
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul, the waves and winds still know  
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

Be still, my soul, when dearest friends depart, 
and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 

then shalt thou better know his love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears. 

Be still, my soul, thy Jesus can repay, 
from his own fullness, all he takes away. 

Be still, my soul, the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

Katarina von Schlegel, 1752   Jean Sibelius, 1899 

Benediction 

https://opc.org/hymn.html?hymn_id=69

