
Liberty Corner Bible Church   

Worship at a Distance                               May 10, 2020 

Call to Worship          

Prayer 

Let All Things Now Living  

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God the creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

His banners are o'er us, His light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished 
As forward we travel from light into light. 

His law he enforces, the stars in their courses 
And sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine. 

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
With glad adoration a song let us raise 

Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
"To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!"! 

Katherine K Davis, 1939   Traditional Welsh melody 

God Moves in a Mysterious Way  

God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea  and rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines of never failing skill 
He treasures up His bright designs and works His sovereign will. 

God of mercy!  God of grace! Give us eyes to see! 
Eyes to see your smiling face within the mystery, 
Within the mystery! 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face. 

Refrain 

His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err and scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain. 

Refrain 

William Cowper, 1774;    K Jason French, arr. Mark Rice 



2 
 

Announcements     Norman Dietsch’s Birthday:  May 31 

Prayer Needs 

Reinhard Fabiunke  Bruno & Iris Schwaigert  Those affected by COVID-19 

John Carpinski  Johanna Majorana’s family The Sisters 

Pastoral Prayer 

Scripture Reading         Job 4 & 5 

4.1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said: 2"If one ventures a word with you, will you be 
impatient? Yet who can keep from speaking? 3Behold, you have instructed many, and you have 
strengthened the weak hands. 4Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, and you have 
made firm the feeble knees. 5But now it has come to you, and you are impatient; it touches you, 
and you are dismayed. 6Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways 
your hope? 

7"Remember: who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off? 8As I 
have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same. 9By the breath of God they 
perish, and by the blast of his anger they are consumed. 10The roar of the lion, the voice of the 
fierce lion, the teeth of the young lions are broken. 11The strong lion perishes for lack of prey, 
and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.  

12"Now a word was brought to me stealthily; my ear received the whisper of it. 13Amid thoughts 
from visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on men, 14dread came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones shake. 15A spirit glided past my face; the hair of my flesh stood up. 16It 
stood still, but I could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes; there was silence, 
then I heard a voice: 17'Can mortal man be in the right before God? Can a man be pure before his 
Maker? 18Even in his servants he puts no trust, and his angels he charges with error; 19how 
much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed 
like the moth. 20Between morning and evening they are beaten to pieces; they perish forever 
without anyone regarding it. 21Is not their tent-cord plucked up within them, do they not die, 
and that without wisdom?'  

5.1"Call now; is there anyone who will answer you? To which of the holy ones will you turn? 
2Surely vexation kills the fool, and jealousy slays the simple. 3I have seen the fool taking root, 
but suddenly I cursed his dwelling. 4His children are far from safety; they are crushed in the 
gate, and there is no one to deliver them. 5The hungry eat his harvest, and he takes it even out of 
thorns, and the thirsty pant after his wealth. 6For affliction does not come from the dust, nor 
does trouble sprout from the ground, 7but man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.  

8"As for me, I would seek God, and to God would I commit my cause, 9who does great things 
and unsearchable, marvelous things without number: 10he gives rain on the earth and sends 
waters on the fields; 11he sets on high those who are lowly, and those who mourn are lifted to 
safety. 12He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that their hands achieve no success. 13He 
catches the wise in their own craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick end. 
14They meet with darkness in the daytime and grope at noonday as in the night. 15But he saves 
the needy from the sword of their mouth and from the hand of the mighty. 16So the poor have 
hope, and injustice shuts her mouth.  

17"Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; therefore despise not the discipline of the 
Almighty. 18For he wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal. 19He will deliver 
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you from six troubles; in seven no evil shall touch you. 20In famine he will redeem you from 
death, and in war from the power of the sword. 21You shall be hidden from the lash of the 
tongue, and shall not fear destruction when it comes. 22At destruction and famine you shall 
laugh, and shall not fear the beasts of the earth. 23For you shall be in league with the stones of 
the field, and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you. 24You shall know that your tent is 
at peace, and you shall inspect your fold and miss nothing. 25You shall know also that your 
offspring shall be many, and your descendants as the grass of the earth. 26You shall come to 
your grave in ripe old age, like a sheaf gathered up in its season. 27Behold, this we have searched 
out; it is true. Hear, and know it for your good."  

Sermon          Eliphaz and his Amazing Mechanical Theology 

Behold, this we have searched out; it is true.  Job 5.27 

Imagine that you have experienced a great tragedy—you have lost family members,  your job, 
and now your health.  Your friends come to grieve with you, and for 7 days they wisely sit in 
silence with you. 

For 7 days you sit in silence.  Perhaps you are numb from the loss and the physical pain.  As the 
shock begins to wear off, you begin to open up with your deepest thoughts to your close friends.  
Maybe your closest friends. 

You expose your soul, your heart to them. 

What do you expect from them?  Probably not at all what Job got from his friends.  The essence 
of their responses will go something like this:  “Job, yes you have suffered a great deal; we are 
sorry for you.  But you know, a tragedy like this could only come because you have sinned 
greatly.  Surely beneath that righteous exterior there are deep and dark sins.  It’s time for you to 
confess them.” 

Eliphaz is the oldest of the three, and comes from a region of what was, or would become Edom, 
and known as the place of wisdom.  So it is appropriate that he speaks first.  In doing so, it 
seems that he commits three errors in his first speech, and gets two things right. 

His first error is a universal error:  J0b and his 3 friends all believe it.  Probably you believe it as 
well.  It is the Logical Error of the Retribution Principle.  The Retribution Principle 
simply states what pretty much everyone believes:  If you do good things, good will come to you.  
That is the basis for our sense of entitlement:  “I’ve worked hard, so I deserve this, that or the 
other thing.”  But if you do bad things, bad things will come upon you.   

Now if you are saying to yourself, “how is this an error, it’s in the Bible?” you would be correct.  
This is the point of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28.  If you obey God’s law, blessings will 
follow you.  If you disobey, curses will follow you.  Paul puts it this way in Galatians 6.7:  
whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap. 

So what is the problem?  It is the inference that they all make in switching around that 
principle:  They assume that if you do evil, bad things will come upon you, it must be true that if 
bad things come upon you that you did something evil (inverse error).  And that is not a logical 
inference.  Frankly, we all realize that bad things happen to us that are not caused by anything 
that we have done.   

But of course, how do we respond?  Not unlike Job and his 3 friends—“I didn’t do anything, why 
is  this happening to me?” 
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Eliphaz rightly states in 4.17, “Can mortal man be in the right before God?”  He continues:  since 
even the angels err, how much more those who are housed in this clay carcass?”  Yet, that does 
not mean that Job has transgressed to the point that all this calamity has come upon him. 

It’s a common thing to think that bad things happen to bad people, and yet, not only is it bad 
logic, but it also tells us something about Eliphaz’s second error: 

Mechanical Theology:  What Eliphaz seems to be doing is taking something he knows about 
God, and making this situation fit into what he knows.  It is sort of like the child that first 
discovers what a hammer can do—pound nails.  And now everything he sees becomes a nail. 

Eliphaz knows something about God.  Now remember that the setting of Job is in the time of 
the patriarchs.  There is no Bible, there isn’t even the Ten Commandments.  But we know from 
Romans 1 that there is a knowledge of who God is and what he is like:  his divine nature and 
eternal attributes (Romans 1.20).  And Eliphaz knows this as well.  And so he focuses in on 
Job like a laser, working with his misunderstanding of the Retribution Principle and just works 
Job over with his sinfulness. 

As he begins his counsel, he seems cautious:  “If one ventures a word with you, will you be 
impatient?”  Impatient?  Job is in agony. 

“You have instructed many, strengthened weak hands, your words have upheld those who 
stumble, and firmed up those with weak knees.  But now trouble has come to you, and you are 
impatient.”  Not the word that I would have used. 

And then beginning in verse 7, he presents the reality of the moral universe:  righteous people 
don’t perish, the upright aren’t cut off.  Those who plow iniquity reap the same. 

Job, that is you.  If you were righteous, this would not have happened to you.  You are reaping 
iniquity and trouble because you plowed and sowed it earlier in your life. 

Now any one of us could do something like Eliphaz.  We learn some biblical truth, and we try to 
make it fit into any and all situations.  And then we wonder why it doesn’t “work” for us. 

We, like Eliphaz, need a more robust theology.  We cannot live with just “a word from the 
LORD.”  We need all of his words.  We need to know not just a few of his attributes, we need to 
know him.  And we need to know that he is not just like us only bigger and older.  He is radically 
Other than us.  And that is the point of Isaiah 55.8-11:   

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.  For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

God’s ways and thoughts are not just infinitely higher than ours, they are radically different 
from ours.  Because he has a radically different nature from ours.  We are creatures, he is the 
Creator.  He is the great Original, we are mere derivatives.  We derive our nature from him, not 
the other way around. 

We need to think more broadly about who God is—and we do so by using the revelation he has 
given us. 

Which leads to a third error—maybe not for Eliphaz, but it would be for us:  Private 
Revelation.   
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We know that God has revealed himself in the created world—Romans 1, Psalm 19, places like 
that.  But natural revelation leaves lots of gaps and suppositions.  So we really can’t blame 
Eliphaz for not knowing more about the character of God and what he expects from us. 

And yet, he is depending on someone whispering secret revelation in his ear (4.12-16):  "Now a 
word was brought to me stealthily; my ear received the whisper of it. 13Amid thoughts from 
visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on men, 14dread came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones shake. 15A spirit glided past my face; the hair of my flesh stood up. 
16It stood still, but I could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes; there was 
silence, then I heard a voice.” 

Don’t you just love it when someone tells you that God told them to tell you something?  We can 
go easy on Eliphaz for this, as he lived at a time when God did speak redemptively to people.  
But now that we have the scriptures, there is no private redemptive revelation.  He has said all 
that he is going to say:  Jesus is his last word to fallen man. 

But even Eliphaz takes it a step too far when he concludes his speech with this one line:  
“Behold, this we have searched out—it is true.  Hear, and know it for yourself.” 

“Job, we have the answer to your problem.  We searched it all out, here is the final word.” 

Eliphaz’s secret knowledge added to natural revelation is not enough to know all that is going on 
here.  Realize that we have been granted the back-story of why Job is suffering:  God is on trial, 
Job is the  test case.  There is something happening which neither Eliphaz, nor his 2 friends nor 
Job know anything about. 

Eliphaz does not know what is going on.  Not in the throne room of God, nor in the life of Job. 

But lest we think that Eliphaz has wasted his breath in error, there are two things he does get 
right.  And we need to come to grips with those two things. 

1. Man is Sinful—Universally.  There are no perfect people who do not ever sin.  This 
Eliphaz understands correctly.  It’s not that all men are equally wicked.  He knows that 
there are degrees of evil, levels of disobedience.  That much is true.   

But because that much is true, all people are in a state of imperfection before a perfectly 
holy God.  We all live in “houses of clay.” 

Affliction doesn’t come from the dust, trouble isn’t a byproduct of the earth.  Men—man 
and woman—are born to trouble as surely as sparks ascend from a fire.  Man is born to 
receive trouble because man is sinful, and lives in a fallen world. 

2. God Grants Forgiveness.  Again, Eliphaz has captured something true, and he rightly 
counsels us:  “As for me, I would seek God, and to God I would commit my cause. (5.8)”  
He continues: 

• He saves the needy (5.15) 

• He wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal (5.18) 

• In famine he will redeem you from death (5.20) 

Eliphaz is telling Job, and telling us, what when we sin, and God reproves and disciplines 
us, he does it to restore us when we repent. 

These are wise words for us from Eliphaz. 
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But not wise words from Eliphaz to Job.  Job is not being rebuked for  his sin.  He is 
being afflicted by the adversary for exactly the opposite reason:  because he worships God 
rightly.  God is not punishing or rebuking Job.   

But because of Eliphaz’s limited perspective, mechanical theology and bad logic, he is 
actually part of the affliction that the adversary is bringing to Job. 

So what applications are there for us in these 2 chapters? 

• As we will continue to see, well-intentioned counselors can be wrong.  In Job’s case, they 
are clearly wrong.  They, like us, can only see the outside of a situation.  Man looks on the 
outward appearance, God looks on the heart.  That is just a statement of fact:  by God 
himself. 

God’s ways are not our ways; nor are God’s thoughts our thoughts.  Not just because he is 
bigger, smarter and older.  He is God, and we are not.  Even if we had all the details, we 
still would not be able to figure it all out.  It is beyond us as much as differential and 
integral calculus is beyond my dog’s comprehension. 

• We should never assume that because  a person is suffering it is because of their sin.  It 
might be—a simple natural consequence like lung cancer coming from smoking.  Or it 
might not be.  We do not have special knowledge, and we should never assume that we 
will get special revelation like Eliphaz claims to have gotten. 

• Does that mean that we cannot provide counsel?  Not at all. We can raise questions when 
we are invited to—something that Eliphaz and the others do not do.  They accuse, they do 
not question or seek to know.  They assume that they already know—that is an error on 
their part. 

• And specifically for the Christian:  suffering in this life is not pay-back for sin.  Ever.  If 
you are in Christ, you have that unique relationship with your Creator whereby his Son 
has paid for your sin in full—nothing more can be paid by you.  There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free 
in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death (Romans 8.1-2).  The righteous 
requirement of the law is fulfilled in us—not by us, but by Christ. 

When we experience struggles, believers need to remember that they are not meant by 
our Father to destroy us or punish us.  He may be disciplining us, training us in 
obedience and trust, but never for our harm—only for our good.  That may be hard to 
take in the midst of the struggle, the pain, the sorrow. 

May we have eyes to see his smiling providence within the mystery of our struggles.  

Prayer 

  



7 
 

Jesus Paid it All  

I hear the Savior say, “Your strength indeed is small.  
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in Me your all in all.”  

Lord, now indeed I find your pow’r, and yours alone,  
Can change the leper’s spots and melt the heart of stone. 

For nothing good have I whereby your grace to claim;  
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.  

And when, before the throne, I stand in him complete,  
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat. 

Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe;  
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow.  

Elvina M Hall, 1865     John T Grape, 1868A 

Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

Benediction 


