
Liberty Corner Bible Church   

Worship at a Distance                               May 24, 2020 

Call to Worship          

Prayer 

Rejoice, The Lord is King      

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above.  

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv'n. [Refrain] 

He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet.  

Rejoice in glorious hope!  Our Lord, the Judge, shall come, 
and take his servants up to their eternal home. [Refrain] 

Charles Wesley, 1746     John Darwall, 1770 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed    

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes with comfort speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in his sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth; 

before him on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go; 
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 

O’er ev’ry foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, all-blessing and all-blessed; 

the tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand forever – that name to us is Love. 

 James Montgomery, 1828; based on Psalm 72   Samuel Wesley, 1864 
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Announcements          Norman Dietsch’s Birthday:  May 31 

       New ZOOM meeting and login next week 

Prayer Needs 

Reinhard Fabiunke  Bruno & Iris Schwaigert  Those affected by COVID-19 

John Carpinski  Johanna Majorana’s family The Sisters 

Pastoral Prayer 

Scripture Reading        Job 8 (ESV) 

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said:  

2"How long will you say these things, and the words of your mouth be a great wind?  3Does God 
pervert justice? Or does the Almighty pervert the right?  4If your children have sinned against 
him, he has delivered them into the hand of their transgression.  5If you will seek God and plead 
with the Almighty for mercy, 6if you are pure and upright, surely then he will rouse himself for 
you and restore your rightful habitation.  7And though your beginning was small, your latter 
days will be very great.  8"For inquire, please, of bygone ages, and consider what the fathers 
have searched out.  9For we are but of yesterday and know nothing, for our days on earth are a 
shadow.  10Will they not teach you and tell you and utter words out of their understanding?  

11"Can papyrus grow where there is no marsh?  Can reeds flourish where there is no water?  
12While yet in flower and not cut down, they wither before any other plant.  13Such are the paths 
of all who forget God; the hope of the godless shall perish.  14His confidence is severed, and his 
trust is a spider's web.  15He leans against his house, but it does not stand; he lays hold of it, but 
it does not endure.  16He is a lush plant before the sun, and his shoots spread over his garden.  
17His roots entwine the stone heap; he looks upon a house of stones.  18If he is destroyed from 
his place, then it will deny him, saying, 'I have never seen you.' 19 Behold, this is the joy of his 
way, and out of the soil others will spring.   

20"Behold, God will not reject a blameless man, nor take the hand of evildoers.  21He will yet fill 
your mouth with laughter, and your lips with shouting.  22Those who hate you will be clothed 
with shame, and the tent of the wicked will be no more." 

Psalm 1 (ESV) 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night.  3He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers.  

4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous; 6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.  
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Sermon         Mr. Right’s First Name Isn’t “Always” 
…we are but of yesterday, and know 

nothing….  Job 8.9 

What Bildad Gets Right (Sort Of) 

1.  God is not unfair, nor does he do unjust things—he is Just.  If your sons sinned, then they 
were delivered into the hand of their transgression—they got what they deserved. (Note the 
“if”.) (vv. 3-4) 

2. Yet, there is a way back:  if you seek God and plead with the Almighty, and if you are pure 
and upright, then God will wake up and restore  your habitation, your household.  You did 
have a small beginning, yet your latter end will be great.  You will have prosperity if you are 
good. 

3. The Authority:  “Tradition tells us”….(vv. 8-10) for we don’t know anything because of our 
brevity in this life.  We cannot know everything there is to know.  What we think is new, 
really has been around one way or another (think Ecclesiastes—nothing new under the sun).  
We need to look to those who are wiser than us.  Unlike Eliphaz who relied on the secret 
message from God (or someone), Bildad relies on the tradition of the elders. Not a bad thing, 
in and of itself.   

4. The Illustrations:   

a. (11-13)  Papyrus reeds need water to grow—take it away, they die and are worthless.  
And in that way those who forget God are just like those reeds without water.  Dead.   

b. (14-15)  The strength of a spider’s web is great—relatively speaking.  If  you are a fly, it 
is fatal.  Yet if a man leans against it, it has no holding power whatever.  And so it is 
for the wicked who think they can rely on themselves.  Dead. 

c. (16-17)  A vine that weaves its roots around rocks may think it is safe—yet gets no 
nutrition and is baked in the sun.  Dead. 

d. (18-19)  If that “papyrus reed”, that man leaning on the spider’s  house or the web, 
that vine baking on the rocks is destroyed, it is destroyed utterly.  There is no 
recourse.  And even the place where it was—where he was—does not know him any 
longer.  Others will take his place.  The wicked do not prosper. 

All good illustrations of those with false hope, worthless confidence, and corrupt lives.  
All good illustrations of Psalm 1.4:  The wicked are not so, but like the chaff that the 
wind drives away. 

5. God does not reject the perfect, blameless man, nor does he help the wicked.  Job, if you 
really are good, then you will find joy again, and the enemies will be destroyed.   

Now within a certain parameter, what Bildad says is right.  God does not let wicked people win, 
nor does he let righteous people lose.  Ultimately. 

The problems, however go like this:  Are you thinking that good is always rewarded immediately 
and in this life?  Are you thinking that evil is always punished immediately and in this life? 

We are not the only generation that has expectations of immediate fulfillment.  Apparently 
Bildad holds that perspective as well, several centuries before Leviticus 26 and 
Deuteronomy 28 were given to the people of Israel.  The problem for both Bildad and us, is 
that there is nothing in those chapters, or in Psalm 1, that promise immediate results. 
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And aren’t we glad!  Imagine if the first time you sinned, that lightning bolt shot straight out of 
the heavens and nailed you squarely between the eyes.  There would not be a second time. 

Nor would there be a human race to worry about.  For no one perfect before God.  There is no 
one who has not sinned. 

 

What Bildad Gets Wrong 

Is Job really just a windbag (v, 2) after just 2 speeches, 3 chapters long?  Yes, his words are a 
strong wind (6.26), the words of a despairing man.  Not at all.  His complain is not for nothing—
remember what he has suffered, and apparently for no purpose at all.  Hence the pain. 

Bildad is like Eliphaz, having not taken into account all that Job has suffered—whether rightly 
or wrongly.  With Bildad, there is no mercy for Job unless he is pure and upright—and his 
intimation is that Job is really neither, for he has suffered so much. 

Bildad seems to have completely forgotten how to commiserate with a sufferer—if he knew in 
the first place. 

What Bildad thinks he is doing is justifying God’s judgment on Job—as if God needed an 
advocate!  And thus, his errors. 

1. No, God is not unfair, nor unjust.  Bildad, you are right there.  But you have assumed that 
the problem is sin—you are stuck in your little theological bubble of retribution theology.  
“If” they had sinned, yes, we might expect to judge them.  But you have made an assumption 
that has not, and may never be validated.   

2. Bildad, you assume that if Job were really good, that God would have to listen to him.  And 
maybe God would—yet neither Job, nor you, are pure and upright.  Job may be the best that 
there is on earth, but pure and upright is not really what he is—none of us are.  So why 
should your God listen? 

3. The traditional wisdom of the elders can be a wonderful help in times like these.  As long as 
it is a rudder, and not an anchor.  It is one thing  for tradition to steer us through rough 
waters.  It is another if it holds us back from getting anywhere.  Tradition, like Eliphaz’s 
secret knowledge, is not what we need unless we have more information into the problem. 

4. Bildad’s illustrations are good ones—but not for this situation.  Quoting a proverb—a truth 
that is fitting for a particular situation—can be helpful.  Except if you don’t understand the 
situation. 

And Bildad doesn’t. 

Bildad is a perfectionist—everything is black or white, corrupt or pure.  God, according to 
Bildad, exercises strict justice.  He does not reject a blameless person, nor does he help a 
sinner.  The tradition of the ancients supposedly bears that out. 

And yet, if Bildad really went back to the ancients, to Adam, for example, he would find that 
God is not who and what he thinks God is.  In Genesis 3, God could have purged Adam and 
Eve from the face of the earth, and started over. 

But he didn’t.  He put them out of the garden so as to keep them from the Tree of Life, so 
that they would not eat of that, and remain in that unredeemed condition.  God’s intention, 
from the beginning, was to buy back his creation—to redeem it—to redeem Adam and Eve.  
To redeem us.  And so he provided coverings for them more durable than their wilting 
leaves.   
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And he promised much more than that:  the Seed, the offspring of the woman will crush the 
head of the serpent.  What the ancients didn’t know, but we do, is that the Offspring, the 
Seed, is Jesus, and the serpent is Job’s adversary.  And the crushing blow was delivered at  
the Cross. 

5. And so Bildad has a 5th error:  God does not reject the righteous—true.  But he does help the 
wicked—he reaches out—he redeems—he welcomes home the repentant sinner. 

In Bildad’s defense, he does not know the whole story—he, like Job, is in the middle of this 
mystery that you and I have had the privilege to begin to understand in the first 2 chapters of 
Job.  None of those sitting Shivah with Job have a clue.   

They are all working with both incomplete information, and the misunderstanding of the 
Retribution Principle.  The 3 think that Job must have sinned, so he is punished.  Job knows 
that he is not guilty, so he should not have to suffer as if he were being punished.   

But as is often the case, there is more to the story than we know.  And so, wherever possible, we 
are to gather more information before we even think that we can cast any opinion. 

But also in Bildad’s defense:  although he has traditional wisdom, he does not have the written 
Word of God.  Tradition is only good if it conforms to what God has said and done.  Our church 
traditions—whether the Westminster Standards, Luther’s Catechisms, or any other statement of 
the Christian faith, is a rudder for our faith—it is not the foundation of it. 

Our only foundation is God and his redemptive revelation in Christ. 

Like Job and his 3 friends, we do not know the whole story of any situation, so we dare not 
judge.  In any individual lives there are a variety of factors that have shaped them—good and 
bad, joys and tragedies.  

I had the privilege of meeting an older gent in Sussex county a few days ago—living on what’s 
left of his dilapidated farm, in a bare-bones house.  He comes from a family of farmers several 
generations back, and like those previous generations, has managed to alienate many, including 
his own daughter who won’t visit or have anything to do with him.   

There is much more to the story, but this much I will say—even though he is quite literally on 
his death-bed, there is grace there.  His son who could do nothing right for years, is now the 
primary caretaker for this sick old man—fixing his food, changing his diapers, everything.  But 
before he could do that he granted forgiveness.  The old fellow’s ex-wife is on the scene as well 
providing backup care.  She also has granted forgiveness, and told me portions of his story—not 
just his ill-treatment of others, but of early mistreatment that he received from others in the 
family, even from the local church of his youth. 

But there is grace for him—not just from his son and ex-wife, but grace in the gospel. 

And so there is for you and me as well.  Because in spite of our perfectionism and strict sense of 
justice, God grants forgiveness, reconciliation, restoration to those who repent and return, 
trusting in the forgiving grace found in the death and resurrection of Christ. 

No merit earns this.  No amount of pleading will yield it. 

Only trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, trust that turns us from our sin, to Christ alone.  Even in the 
mystery of our own lives. 

Prayer 
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God Moves in a Mysterious Way 

God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea  and rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines of never failing skill 
He treasures up His bright designs and works His sovereign will. 

God of mercy!  God of grace! Give us eyes to see! 
Eyes to see your smiling face within the mystery, 
Within the mystery! 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face. [Refrain] 

His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err and scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain. [Refrain] 

William Cowper, 1774;    K Jason French, arr. Mark Rice 

Marvelous Grace of our Loving Lord     

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt, 

yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 
grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

grace, grace, God's grace, 
grace that is greater than all our sin. 

Sin and despair like the sea waves, cold 
 Threaten the soul with infinite loss 
Grace that is greater, yes grace untold, 
 Points to the Refuge, the mighty cross! 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide, 
what can avail to wash it away! 

Look! there is flowing a crimson tide; 
whiter than snow you may be today.  [Refrain] 

Julia H Johnson, 1910    Daniel B Towner, 1910 

Benediction 


