
Light in a Dark Place 
… I am the light of the world.      John 9.5 
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As we have entered the Lenten season, I thought it would be good for us to reflect upon 
the journey to the cross.  Often times when we talk about that journey, we look just at 
the last few days of Jesus’ life.  But journeys have various parts to them, and on any 
journey we can encounter any number of interesting situations. 

I think that is especially true of John’s gospel.  John writes differently than the other 3, 
because he writes later in life, and remembers different events from the earthly ministry 
of Jesus Christ. 

In our scripture reading this morning, we come across a man who was born blind, and 
before Jesus gives him sight, he makes a powerful declaration:  I am the light of the 
world. 

He said that one other time, chapter 8.12.  There after making that same declaration, he 
said, whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 

A few of questions come to mind; actually many come to mind, but for our study this 
morning, let’s consider these 3: 

• What is the connection between Jesus’ declaration and the giving sight to the 
blind man?  Certainly there is one for the miracle to follow the pronouncement. 

• What does he mean that he is the light of the world?  Is he talking about literal 
light, like sunlight, or something different? 

• What does it mean to walk in darkness?  As with the last question—is this literal 
darkness, or something else?  Let me start with the third question first. 

Darkness…. 

Darkness is part of God’s work, as well as light:  Isaiah 45.7:  I form light and create 
darkness, I make well-being and create calamity.  I am the LORD who does all these 
things. 

At the beginning of the creation of the heavens and earth:  when there was nothing 
formed, there was darkness.  Darkness is an absence, not a presence.    Think of it as a 
visual vacuum.  

A number of years ago while on vacation in the middle of Pennsylvania we did a cave 
tour.  Quite a different beauty as we followed the path into the heart of that cave—
stalactites and stalagmites reflecting various colors as the lights played on them. 

And then in the heart of the cave, the guide turned off the lights. 

Absolute pitch darkness!  No ambient light, no luminescence from the minerals.  We 
held our hands in front of our faces—absolutely nothing could be seen.   

The problem with literal darkness is that it is fearful, you can’t see even what you know 
is there.  You can’t see where danger lurks.  It leaves you feeling all alone because you 
cannot see even who you know is next to you. 

Deep darkness was the 9th plague of Egypt (Exodus 10).  3 days of not seeing one 
another—every Egyptian stayed home. 

There is a different kind of Darkness.  Darkness that a grieving Job (3.4-6) wished for 
the day of his birth.  His desire was to deny the blessing of life in light of the grave losses 
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that had come upon them.  That was his thinking as he began his complaint to his 
friends.  Later he addresses his complaint to God, and sees his coming death as going to 
a land of darkness and deep shadow (Job 10.21-22). 

But darkness is more than the physical absence of light, and more than the darkness of  
soul coping with grief and loss.  There is a spiritual darkness as well. 

Spiritual Darkness … 

Isaiah 42.6-7:  the commission to the Servant of the LORD:  I am the LORD; I have 
called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you 
as a covenant for the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners  from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

This commission is not for the restoration of physical sight, but spiritual sight; not the 
release from a political prison, but a spiritual one—one of spiritual darkness.   

John 3.19-20 gives us a pretty clear idea of this spiritual darkness:  … and this is the 
judgment:  the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does wicked things hates the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

Spiritual darkness is when the light of truth, the light of the presence of God is turned 
off.  It is when you cannot see where you are going, or how much danger you are in.  And 
deep down, it is a fearful thing. 

Spiritual darkness is that condition that exists when a person chooses sin and 
disobedience to the revealed will of God rather than righteousness and obedience.  
Rather than being a condition of security, it is a condition of fear and doubt.  It is not a 
condition of wisdom and knowledge, but of ignorance and foolishness that leads to 
death. 

Consider  Isaiah 59.1-10: 

Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, 
that it cannot hear; 2but your iniquities have made a separation between you 
and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not 
hear. 3For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; 
your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters wickedness. 4No one enters suit 
justly; no one goes to law honestly; they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, 
they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity. 5They hatch adders' eggs; they 
weave the spider's web; he who eats their eggs dies, and from one that is 
crushed a viper is hatched. 6Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not 
cover themselves with what they make. Their works are works of iniquity, and 
deeds of violence are in their hands. 7Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to 
shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and 
destruction are in their highways. 8The way of peace they do not know, and 
there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one 
who treads on them knows peace. 9Therefore justice is far from us, and 
righteousness does not overtake us; we hope for light, and behold, darkness, 
and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 10We grope for the wall like the blind; 
we grope like those who have no eyes; we stumble at noon as in the twilight, 
among those in full vigor we are like dead men. 
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Isaiah 9 is a passage that we usually read around Christmas.  But there is one verse in 
that chapter that is especially pertinent to get us from Isaiah 59 to Jesus as the light of 
the world—and that is v. 2:  The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwell in a land of deep darkness, on them light shined.  You know from 
the rest of the chapter that Isaiah has the Messiah in mind as he records this for us. 

Jesus as the Light of the World 

When Jesus makes the claim of being the light of the world, is he saying that he is 
essentially the source of all physical light—the sun, stars, bioluminescence?  Although he 
is the ultimate source, in that he is the Creator God who has taken on the form of 
mankind, I don’t think that is all that he means.  I do think he means something that is 
even more real than just being the Lord of creation. 

Jesus is very much aware of his power in the moral realm to do even more than the sun 
can do in the spiritual realm.   

Think of it like this: here is a man who was born blind—he has never seen anything in 
this world, in spite of all the brightness of a noonday sun shining on him.  he gains no 
benefit from that light.   

Yet, the light that Jesus is allows people to see in a very different realm, whether their 
physical eyes work or not.  Jesus is the light of the world in a very different way, in a 
more real way—not just in the moral realm, with commandments and righteous 
teachings, but in a spiritual and redemptive way.   

He gives spiritual sight.  He shines in a way that takes away a deeper darkness than that 
over Egypt in the plagues.  He reaches into the darkness of Job, Isaiah.  And you and 
me.  It is in this redemptive light that Jesus takes away fear—fear of death, fear of the 
unknown. 

Jesus as Light and the Giving of Sight 

Jesus is the light of the world whether he grants physical sight or not.  But his statement 
in v. 5 is immediately followed by his spitting in the dust, making mud, and putting on 
the man’s eyes.  So what are we to learn from this? 

I have 2 answers for that. 

First, we need to remember that all of Jesus’ miracles had the purpose of revealing him 
to be the true King, whose kingdom was coming.  As the true King, he is coming to 
redeem his people, conquer their enemies, and reverse the curse of Genesis 3.  Physical 
blindness, like with any other physical affliction, is part of the curse of “dying you shall 
die,” Genesis 2.17.  This miracle, like all the others, demonstrates who he really is –the 
King whose Kingdom is coming. 

Second, as Jesus gives sight to this blind man, he is giving an object lesson.  In the same 
way that he gives physical sight—not just restored sight, but literally created sight—so he 
can do spiritually to those who do not have eyes to see truth.  He does more than 
restores what we might have lost, he gives what we have not had because we have been 
those who have walked in the darkness of sin and rebellion against the Creator and 
master of the universe. 
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And that includes all of us.  There is no one who has not sinned.  John will later write in 
1 John 1, that if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us 
(v. 8).  Further, if we say that we have fellowship with God—that we have a relationship 
with him while we walk in spiritual darkness—we lie and do not practice the truth (v.6). 

There are 2 applications for us this morning. 

First, if you are still in spiritual darkness, you need to receive the light—turn from sin, 
and come to the Savior.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  In the same way that he made a blind 
man to see, he can do the same for you. 

Second, there is that different darkness that affects God’s people just like it affects 
others.  Not the darkness of unforgiven sin and spiritual death, but the darkness of soul 
that creeps up on us in our troubles, in our fallenness, and we despair.  This is the 
darkness of Job 3.  This is the darkness of William Cowper that drove him to attempt 
suicide, in spite of his knowledge of sins forgiven. 

This darkness is also relieved by the Savior.  I won’t tell you it is simple or easy, but it is 
relieved by the light from the Light of the World when we continue to turn to him.  
Cowper did that, and gave us the wonderful hymn God Moves in a Mysterious Way that 
we sung a few weeks ago.  Various of the psalms also bring us to the place of seeing the 
marvelous hand of God upon us for our good and his glory.  It is in the light of his word 
as he guides us by his Spirit that will open our eyes to see him as the darkness of our 
enemy dissipates.  

Both types of darkness can be driven away by the light that comes from looking to Jesus, 
the Savior and King whose kingdom is coming. 

O soul, are you weary and troubled, no light in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at the Savior, and life more abundant and free! 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus—look full in his wonderful face— 

and the things of life will grow strangely dim,  

in the light of his glory and grace. 

Look to the Savior now. 


